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Twig and Bloom 
By Agnes Mary Brownell 


HE brown twig 
Hung stark and bare 
Through gray mist 
And chill air. 


It had no beauty 
Nor any grace; 
Etched sharp 
In thim space. 


There came a day 
Of mist and beam; 
A wee feather— 
A fringed gleam— 


First the leaf, 

Then the whorl— 
Within, a ‘ 

Of rose and pearl. 








Better Than Cold Cream 


It is sometimes better to startle than to soothe. 
Counter-irritation may be really the best comfort. 
The Editor was congratulating the superintendent 
of a rescue mission on a leaflet that the latter had 
sent out, and that exposed with unsparing faithful- 
ness some of the mistakes of many a Christian 
church of to-day. He received this characteristic 
reply: . “This is no time for cold cream treatment, 
but mustard plasters and fly blisters are needed. in 
the religious world.” The Bible never deals gently 
with the tolerated sins of the church or of individual 
Christians. It always deals gently with the re- 
pentant sinner. God calls for uncompromising ex- 
posure and denunciation of unrepented sins in the 


church, which is the body of Christ his Son. As we 
surrender our personal lives wholly to his mastery, 
and trust him wholly for cleansing and keeping, may 
we also let him hold us true to the loving ministry 
of safeguarding his own Body from the dishonor into 
which Satan seeks to bring it. 


= 
Hearing About the Legacy 


Some ministers may be poor speakers. And those 
who listen to them are often just foolish enough to 
let the defects of their speaking count for more than 
the message that they are giving. We have all of us 
been “guilty of this mistake. It may help us never 
to commit it again, if we remember what Rowland Hill 
is credited with having said many years ago. “Sup- 
pose one was hearing a will read, expecting to receive 
a legacy, would you employ the time criticising the 
lawyer’s manner while reading it? No, you would 
give all your interest to ascertaining if anything were 
left to yourself; and how much. Let that, then, be 
the way in which you listen to the Gospel.” When- 
ever a man is talking about God’s Word, he is talk- 
ing about God’s legacy to you. We shall be richer 
than we are when we put first things first. 


-— 


Degrees Ready for You 


God loves to confer degrees upon us. Honorary 
degrees they are too,—given outright, not earned. 
They are conferréd through human agencies, though 
not through merely educational institutions. The 
Superintendent of the Galilee. Mission of Philadel- 
phia puts it this way: “ ‘Galilee’ confers three de- 
grees that-no university can confer, B.A., ‘Born 


Again. M.A., ‘Mightily Altered” D.D., ‘Divine 
Dynamiter.’” One must have his B.A. before he 
can have either his M.A. or his D.D. But any B.A. 
can at once have, on the same terms, as an outright 
gift to be received at once through simple faith in 
Christ, the freedom from the-power of sin which 
makes a Mighty Altered man, and the supernatural 
power for service which makes the Divine Dyna- 
miter. We cannot work for these degrees. The 
work has all been done for us by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. They are ours for the asking and the taking. 
And when they are ours we do not need to write the 
letters after our names; Christ in his fulness in a 
life is as “a city set on a hill” which “cannot be hid.” 


x 


Plenty of Time 


We always have time enough to do God’s will. 
For God never requires more than we have time for. 
No one ever has too many duties; for the only true 
duties are God’s commands, and every command of 
his carries with it his’ own entire enabling. How 
good to remember, no matter how pressed we may 
be, that “the tasks are not too many, the hours are 
not too short, for the doing of God’s will." This 
means that we must let God show us whether we have 
undertaken things that he never meant to have us 
undértake. If we have, we are to admit our mistake 
and lay them aside as soon as possible. It means 
also that every second and every minute of every 
hour of every day is a precious stewardship, and is 
to be administered as a priceless gift from God, 
used in his very-presence before his own loving eyes. 
A ‘life lived in ‘this way will be an exhilarating and 
an always successful service. For God has made 
the program, and God will carry it out. 


What Is It to be-Free Indeed? 


want to do something that we know is wrong? 


|: IT wrong to want to do wrong? That is, to 
It will pay us to face this question till we see the 


» answer clearly. 


No thoughtful Christian need be in doubt as to 
the answer. To want to do that which we know 
is wrong is of course wrong. It is an evidence of 
our sfaful nature. That sinful nature is expressing 
itself whenever we desire sin. God never wants to 
do wrong. Jesus, the God-Man, even while he lived 
on this earth in the physical body of his humiliation, 
never wanted to do anything wrong. There were no 
sinful desires in him. He was tempted, constantly 
and terribly; yet no temptation ever succeeded in 
causing him to desire anything sinful. He was “in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” 
(Heb. 4: 15),—that is, “apart from sin”; tempted in 
all points like as we are except for the fact that he, 
being sinless, was wholly apart from sin,—there 
was no sin in him to appeal to.2 

Desire for.sin is in itself sinful. To want to do 
wrong is in itself wrong. Yet the desire, the “want 
to,” 1s so ingrained in the very nature of all hu- 
man beings, all of whom are born sinful, that to sug- 
gest that in this human life-time we can be set free 
from our sinful desires sounds to many like sifg- 
gesting the hopelessly impossible. For we all know 


that no will power or determination or resolution or -~ 


effort or struggle of our owri can ever remove our 
sinful desires. We can refuse to yield to our sinful 
desires ; but that is a very different matter. Can we 
be set free from even. the desire itself? Is that what 
our Lord means when he says “If therefore the Son 
pee ane you free, ye shall be free indeed”? (John 

: 36. 

A little more than half a dozen years ago a per- 





*An exceedingly interesting and illuminating study of 
the question how temptation can be real temptation if it 
neither appeals to nor arouses any desire for sin is given 
in a pamphlet entitled “Sinless, Yet Tempted,” a study of 
our Lord’s temptations, by F. C. Jennings (Our Hope 
Publication Office, 456 Fourth Avenue, New York City, 16 
cents a copy; $1 a dozen; $6 a hundred copies). 


sonal friend of the Editor, a man nearing middle age 
with a wife and children to love and care for, was, 
as he puts it himself, so close to the door of hell 
that even now he shudders at the memory. Two 
years before that he had acknowledged his sinful 
condition and, so far as he knew, had entered upon 
the Christian life. But drink was the great demon 
of his life; and at this particular time, after four 
days of the worst battle to keep from drink that he 
had ever known, he was completely worn out, and 
he was through. He decided to drop forever out of 
the life of his loved ones; in his own words, “give 
them a chance without the shame and the burden of 
a drunken husband and father.” As he was about to 
leave his home that night, while his dear ones slept, 
God stopped him in a-very wonderful but simple way. 
His own story of his experience will be given in full 
in a later number of The Sunday School Times. It 
may simply be said here that, after God’s special 
dealings with him at that time and during the next 
few weeks, there came an hour when he prayed with 
a friend, and—“Before I got up from my knees I 
knew something had happened. That has been six 
years ago,-and I have never, since that time, had a 
drink or ever wanted one.” 

That man has‘ not only been kept from drinking 
since that deliverance; he has been set free from the 
desire for«drink. His victory consists, not in refus- 
ing to yield to the “want to” for drink, but in an 
effortless freedom from that “want to.” No strug- 
gle, no resolution, no will power, no efforts, no 
activity of this man accomplished this miraculous 
freedom. Christ accomplished it. In a moment of 
time the Son made him free, and he was free indeed. 

Another friend of the Editor, a man past seventy 
years of age, had a similar experience in connection 
with a life-long tobacco habit. His story was told 
in an editorial:in The Sunday School Times of Au- 
gust 19, 1916, that reported some of the miracles of 
“Sufficient Grace” at the Victorious Life Confer- 
ence held at Princeton last July. This veteran Chris- 
tian had beenm-in the habit of smoking from twelve 
to’ twenty cigars a day for more than fifty years. 
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With one or two friends at the Conference he asked 
God, last summer, to set hint free from the desire 
for tobacco. The miracle was at once wrought. The 
next morning he awoke, almost for the first time in 
his memory, without the eraving for tobacco. Ina 
letter to the Editor written February 18, 1917, seven 
months after that miracle was wrought, he says: 
“In direct answer to prayer the taste was. instantly 
removed and has never returned.” The Son made 
him free, and he is free indeed. 

Still another friend of the‘ Editor, a consecrated 
Christian man, active in many good works, an elder 
in his own church, a recognized leader in the best 
Christian life of his city and far beyond, one time 
got a glimpse of the truth that Christ offers to make 
men free indeed from even the desire for sin. Be- 
cause of his confidence in the character and word of 
a friend who was testifying to this experience, he 
said to that one: “If you say it is true of you, I 
believe you; but it never could be true of me. 1 
know that Christ can give me victory by preventing 
me from yielding to my sinful desires; but when 

ou say that he can actually remove those desires, I 
owt that that could not be so in my case.” That 
same man a few days later was telling his frier# 
of a new experience. He had been exposed to an 
old temptation before which he had had failures in 
his inner heart or thought life. He had committed 
the matter to the Lord, and he now said, with a 
shining face and in awe-struck voice: “A miracle 
happened. I never had any experience like it before 
in my life. There was no struggle, no effort; I was 
eben 4 dead on that side of my nature. Oh, it sas 
a miracle.” 

Yes, it is always a miracle when the Son makes 
men free. The man has nothing to do with it ex- 
cept to watch the Lord work. The man feels like a 
mere onlooker, he is a mere onlooker; it is the 
Lord’s affair, not his; and when the Lord works he 
works in completeness. y 

Let us look at God’s words for a moment. 
“Every one that committeth sin is the bondservant 
of sin” (John 8:34). And every one that desires 
sin, that wants to do sin, is committing sin, and is 
therefore sin’s bondservant. We may hate the sin- 
ful desire; we may wish that we didnot have it; we 
may long to be free from it; our desiring sin may 
be involuntary and beyond our control; but all these 
facts do not alter the awful fact that the desire is 

_there, and that it expresses its ugly, hateful self 
over and over again, proving to us with hideous 
reality and vividness that we are indeed slaves of 
sin. We need no argument to prove to us the 
reality of the seventh chapter of Romans in our 
own experience, for each one of us can say: “I 
know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no 
good thing: for to will is present with me, but to do 
that which is good is not. For the good which I 
would I do not: but the evil which I would not, 
that I practice .. .I see a... . law in my members 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity under the law of sin which is in my 
members. Wretched man that I am! who shall de- 
liver me out of the body of this death?” 

And then the glorious answer and the glorious de- 
liverance: “I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” For “our old man was crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might be done away, that so we 
should no longer be’ in bondage to sin; for he that 
hath died is released [margin of the Revision] from 
sin” (Rom. 6:6, 7). And God authorizes us to go 
on to say, “For the law of the Spirit of life ix 
Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and 
of death” (Rom. 8:2). And: now “sin shali not 
have dominion over you: for ye are not under 
law, but under grace” (Rom. 6:14). And “My grace 
is sufficient for thee” (2 Cor. 12:9). 

How plainly God states it in his Word! “My little 
children, these things write I unto you that ye may 
not sin .. . Wherefore also he is able to save to the 
uttermost [or, completely] them that draw near unto 
God through him, seeing he ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for them. . . . Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus; for it is he that shall save his people from 
their sins. . . . That ye may become blameless and 
harmless, children of God without blemish. . . . Now 
unto him that is able to guard you from stumbling! 
. . . Things be unto God who always leadeth us in 
triumph in Christ!’ 

In other words, when we accept Christ as our 
Victorious Life, we let him set us just as free from 
the power of sin as he has already set us free from 
the penalty of sin. > 

And the method is exactly the-same: simple faith 
in Christ’s work. 

We know that we cannot be saved from the 
death penalty of our sin by any works or effort of 
our own. The penalty was paid by Christ on the 
cross. He there won our freedom fromthe penalty 
of our sin. Do we accept this freedom, or reject 
it? Our answer determines whether we are saved 
or lost. And when we accept it, we are just as com- 
pletely saved as we ever can be; just as much saved 


*t John2: 1; Hebrews 7 : 25; Matthew 1:21; Philippians 
2:15; Jude 24; 2 Corinthians 2: 14. 


. him for it as our present possession, in simple 
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from the penalty of our sin the first second after 
we have accepted our salvation as forty years after 
we have ow any it. 

So ef freedom from the power of sin. Christ won 
that for us by his death on the cross, and by his 
resurrection, his ascension, and his gift of the Holy 
Spirit. His work in setting us free from the power 
of our sin is finished, and is unimprovably perfect. 
Do we accept it or reject it? Our answer determines 
whether we are free from the power of sin, or are 
in bondage to sin. If we accept it, we are as free 
from the power of sin one second after we accept 
it as we can be forty years after. 

In neither of these two freedoms do our works, 
our efforts, have any part. Both freedoms are parts 
of God’s Gospel of grace in Jesus Christ. They are 
to be received either by faith—that is, by letting 
God do it all—or not at all. “As therefore ye 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him” 
(Col. 2:6). 

Free means free. A man is either wholly free, or 
he is not free. And Jesus wants his word to keep 
ringing in our hearts, “If therefore the Son shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” For our 
freedom is either qoute and perfect and infinite, 
or it is not the work of God. 

Just as the drinking man who has received Christ 
as his Saviour may at any time trust Christ so fully 
that the desire for drink miraculously leaves him, 
and he now finds that, without any effort or strug- 
gle on his part, he is.as free from the curse of his 

ormer longing for drink as a man who has never 
touched liquor, so in the Victorious Life a Christian, 
trustin: rist fully, is miraculously set as free 
from the desire for all known sin as the drunkard 
is free from his desire for drink. 

Our freedom is the finished work of Jesus Christ. 
But he forces this freedom on no one; it becomes 
ours in experience only when we take it. by le Nt 

th. 


Your freedom has been bought and paid for. It 
Have you accepted it? Will you 


belongs to you. 
do so now? 




















Are Salvation and Victory Parallel? 


In a moment we may accept Christ as our Saviour, 
and from that time on we are saved—always in that 
saved state. 

In a moment we may accept Christ as our sufficiency 
for a life of victory (is this so?)—and yet from that 
time on we are not always victorious. 

Then what is it that we receive the second time just 
as_we receive salvation definitely the first time?—A 
Missionary Inquirer. 


In the sight of God every one who has received 
Jesus Christ as Saviour is always a perfectly justi- 
fied and a. perfectly. sanctified Christian. For God 
always looks upon the believer in the light of what 
Christ has done for the believer. Christ’s. finished 
work is perfect. It has been done once for aH in 
unimprovable perfection, and it is in the past: “But 

e were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
in the spirit of our God” (1 Cor..6: 11). “By which 
will [God’s] we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” 
(Heb. 10:10). 

By justification is meant the believer’s deliverance 
from the spiritual penalty of his sins: his passing 
out of death into life; his deliverance from hell as 
the inevitable end of all who reject the offer of life 
and deliverance through the finished work of Christ. 

By sanctification is meant the believer’s deliver- 
ance from the power of sin in his life, so that he is 
not only kept from the penalty of sin, but kept from 
sinning. 

A Christian’s standing in the sight of God, which 
because of Christ’s work for him is always perfect, 
may differ greatly from that Christian’s state, or 
consciousness, or experience at any particular mo- 
ment of his Christian life. His personally exercised 
faith in Christ at any moment for the work of Christ 
in his behalf determines his experience at that par- 
ticular moment. So his experience, or consciousness, 
or assurance, of both his justification and his sanc- 
tification, are entirely parallel. 

For a justified and saved Christian may lose his 
“experience” or his assurance of salvation, as has 
often occurred. Those who have committed them- 
selves to the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour, 
who have received him, who have therefore been 
born again from above by the Holy Spirit and are 
regenerated, saved Christians, have sometimes after 
that made the mistake of examining their feelings 
or their experience or themselves. in some way, and 
thus turning away from the perfection and the suffi- 
ciency of Christ in his finished work have had real 
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doubts about their own salvation even h they 
are and always will be saved Christians. lose 
the experience of their justificatiori. They lose the 
joyful consciousness that they are saved. Their 
standing before God is the standing of perfectly 
saved- Christians; but, failing to face the simple 
facts, they don’t know whether they are saved or 
not, and they may suffer terribly in mind and heart 
while they are in this condition. ‘ 

So of the sanctification of the believer, or his free- 
dom from _the power of sin. If he trusts Christ’s 
finished work for this he can be as free from the 
power of sin in a single instant as he can be twenty, 
thirty, forty years later. If he looks in other direc- 
tions than at the finished and perfect and complete 
work of the Lord Jesus in destrgying the power 
of sin for him, he loses his assurance of sanctifica- 
tion, he loses his experience of freedom from the 
power of sin; and he sins as a result.. His standing 
before God is that of a perfectly sanctified Christian; 
his state is sadly different. 

We cannot, in any moment, accept Christ as out 
sufficiency for a life of victory for the future; but 
we can in any moment accept Christ as our suffi- 
ciency for complete victory for the present moment. 
The continuing of the victory depends upon our con- 
tinuing to trust him for his sufficiency. And he 
offers to sustain even our trust. 

We should remember that, after all, salvation and 
victory are not two different things, though for con- 
venience we may thus refer to them. Victory is a 
part of our salvation., Full salvation, the taking 
of all that our Saviour offers us, means complete 
victory all the time. The normal Christian life s 
the completely victorious life. Christ saves for 
now and forever. : 

God wants every Christian to “possess his pos- 
sessions” in Christ moment by moment and all the 
time. We “possess” simply as we believe in Jesus. 
But why should we ever doubt him? ~ His word is 
true; we know it}; let us rest the whole case there 
asid live in freedom and power and joy all the time. 
Nothing less than this is the wonderful offer of the 
Good News’in Christ. Anything less than this dis- 
honors our perfect Saviour and his perfect -work 
for us. A pamphlet that makes very clear the differ- 
ence between having salvation, and having the assur- 
ance or the consciousness of salvation, is entitled 
“Safety, Certainty, and Enjoyment”; it has been 
greatly blessed of God and circulated perhaps by 
millions of copies. (It may be had from various 
publishers, or from Loizeaux Brothers, 1 East Thir- 
teenth Street, New York City, 3 cents.) 

The following books and pamphlets throw light on 
the truth of the Life of Victory by: faith: 

Victory in Christ at Princeton Conference; contain- 
ing addresses by W. H. Griffith Thomas, C. I. Scofield, 
Howard Agnew Johnston, C. G. Trumbull, and others. 
(From The Sunday School Times Company, soe cents, 
postage extra, as follows: at a distance of 600 miles from 
Philadelphia, 50 cents; up to 1,500 miles, 10 cents; over 
1,500 miles, 12 cents.) 

The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life. By Hannah 
Whitall Smith. (Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City, 50 cents.) 

The Threefold Secret of the Holy Spirit. By James 
H. McConkey. (Not sold, but sent as the publisher is 
led; address Fred Kelker, Box 216, Harrisburg, Pa.) 

Grace and Power. By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
(Revell, $1 net.) 

The Christ Life. By A. B. Simpson, D.D. (Christian 
Alliance Publishing Company, ‘692 Eighth Avenue, New 
York City,.50 cents net.) 

Kept for the Master’s Use. 
gal. (Revell, 30 cents.) 

Keswick Week. The annual report of the Convention 
for deepening the spiritual life, held in Keswick, 
England. (Association Press, 124 East Twenty-eighth 
Street, New York; paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1; or, Lon- 
don, England, Marshall Brothers.) 

Must Christians Sin? By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
Bible Institute Colportage Association, 826 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, 6 cents a dozen, 40 cents per 
100 copies.) 

The following may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at the prices 
named: 

The Life That is Christ. By Richard Roberts (2 cents, 
20 cents a dozen). 

The Life That Wins (2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen). 

Is Victory Earned or a Gift? (2 cents each, 20 cents a 
dozen.) - 

What is Your Kind of Christianity? (3 cents each, 30 
cents a dozen.) 

May Christians Lose Sinful Desires? (2 cents each; 15 
cents for 25; 40 cents a hundred.) 

Scripture on the Victorious Life (15 cents for 25, or 
25 cents for 100 copies). 


By Frances Ridley Haver- 


The following leaflets may be had from- the Christian 
Life Literature "Fund, 600 Perry Building, Philadelphia: 


Just Himself. By Mrs. Ralph C. Norton (3 cents each, 
30 cents a-dozen). 

If It Isn’t Easy It Isn’t Good (2 cents each, 15 cents 
a dozen). 

An American Girl’s Struggle and Surrender. By Mrs. 
Alice E. McClure (3 cents each, 30 cents a dozen). 


The eight leaflets last named, together with twelve other 
choice leaflets_on the deeper spiritual life, may be had in 
a special package from Oliver R. Heinze, Director of the~ 
Christian Life Literature Fund, 600 Perry Building, Phila- 
delphia, for 20 cents, 
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Temperance in national peril’s test-tube yields a 
precipitate of change in age-long policies 








‘ 


liquor reached its highest- mark in the United 

States. In 1910, forty Commonwealths passed 
legislation more or less favorable to the trade. 
State-wide prohibition was defeated by vote of the 
people in five states; rejected by five legislative 
bodies, repealed in Alabama, and preserved in 
Maine by a scant majority, while a strong party fa- 
vored its repeal in Georgia. Even that limited form 
of prohibition—county option—- was defeated or re- 
pealed in four states. ane 

There was not a city in Great Britain, Ireland, 
or on the continent that attempted to prohibit the 
sale of liquor, and scarcely even to impose restric- 
tions upon its sale, while the teetotaler abroad was 
almost unknown, savé as an object of ridicule. 

It was not® strange that the fifty-first annual con- 
vention of the United States Brewers’ Association, 
held in Chicago in 1911, assured the world that the 
“prohibition tidal wave was happily subsiding.” 
“Prohibition,” it asserted, “was forever condemned 
as a theory of_personal righteousness and as a meas- 
ure of practical government.” . 

They quoted with approval the Catholic prelate 
~who had advised the temperance forces to “learn a 
lesson from the old cities of Europe,” which, froma 
long experience of two thousand years, had learned 
that license was the best way of regulating the 
.traffic. t 
~ “The temperance movement,” declared a promi- 
nent and conservative London scientist, “has grown 
up largely outside the influence of the educated and 
scientific factors of our national life; its propa- 
gandism is, in great part, based on statements which, 
whether true or false, have never been properly 
tested.” 

Within the few brief intervening years temper- 
ance propaganda has been tried out in the laboratory 
of world-wide war. Its statements have been tested 
and. verified in the crucible of national peril and 
stern military necessity, and so startling has been 
the exposé of the evils of alcohol as to force a change 
in habits and customs centuries old, and in the age- 
long policy of the governments of the world. 
Royalty’s Wineglass 

Had-our Catholic prelate been in Europe in 1914 
and been detained there by the war, he might have 
“learned a lesson from the old cities of Europe,” 
and from countries which had added to the experi- 
ence of two thousand years,—the lesson learned in 
one year of modern, scientific warfare. By the last 
day of July, 1914, he would have found “all wine- 
shops, beer saloons, and government vodka shops” 
closed throughout Russia. Early in August he would 
have seen the Kaiser turning from the past to 
mobilize his army under orders which made every 
German village practically dry; also Christiania and 
every city and hamlet in Norway under prohibition. 
Had he tarried ninety days longer he would have 
found Petrograd, the third largest city on the con- 
tinent, with its two million inhabitants, prosperous 
and happy under absolute prohibition. 

Within a year he would have found London, the 
world’s greatest metropolis, under prohibition nine- 
teen hours of every day, and all the other cities of 
Great Britain under the same prohibition order. 
And most interesting of all, the prelate would have 
seen Scotland, the home of John Barleycorn, plas- 
tered ovér with placards, posters, and sign-boards 
bearing the cryptic words, “Prepare for 1920!” 
“Remember 1920”; for thus early did the land of 
Bobbie Burns begin advertising its first local option 
vote in 1920. ; 

Prohibition is no longer a by-word abroad nor 
teetotaler a term of reproach. The heads of the 
three great allied powers, Czar Nicholas, King 
George,. and President Poincare are prohibitionists 
and teetotalers. So are the heads of the armies of 
Russia, Great Britain, and France. King Albert of 
Belgium, eleven members of the British Cabinet, and 
one hundred members of the House of Commons are 
teetotalers; and those hard-headed Scots, the Glas- 
gow iron-masters, whose business sagacity and pa- 
triotic desire to increase the output of munitions 
and numbers of transports led them to send a depu- 
tation to the government urging prohibition as an 
industrial measure during the war, have swung into 
the ‘teetotal column. 

In our own country twenty-four states and Alaska 
are now in the prohibition corps, and before this 
article appears in print another state may gain 
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statutory prohibition, thus making half of the Union 
d 


ry. : ree 

But the test of our national humidity or dryness 
is the official census report of the Federal govern- 
ment; and that government barometer records the 
fact that Uncle Sam and his people are drinking less. 

It is true that for fifteen years it was only a fall- 
ing off in the ratio of increase in the per capita con- 
sumption of liquor; or, to perpetrate an Irish bull, 
a steady decrease of the increase in the amount con- 
sumed per capita! But in 1912 the Statistical Ab- 
stract of the United States Census showed an actual 
decrease in the per capita consumption of all liquors 
in the United States, which has persisted until, in 
1915, the census report showed the greatest decrease 
in the per capita consumption of liquor within the 
past three-quarters of a century! The country con- 
sumed twelve percent less liquor per capita than in 
1914, which was two and ninety-nine hundredths gal- 
lons less than was scored against each of Uncle 
Sam’s citizens in 1911. It was an all-round decrease. 
The cutting out of drink in prohibition areas more 
than offset the increased consumption in territory 
still wet. 

The boasted confidence and serenity of the enemy 
has gone. In its public utterances there are fre- 
quent references to troublous ‘times, and complaints 
of the hard road the liquor trade is forced to travel. 
Its president recently confessed that the “headship” 
of the United States Brewers’ Association in these 
days was no gilded sinecure. The outlook, so amber- 
tinted in 1911, is dire and foreboding. We are no 
longer told to learn a lesson from Europe. At a 
recent “wet” convention the best its supporters could 
say in regard to the business was that “as a rule, 
the saloon premises are wonderfully free from the 

~fly pest.” 

The remarkable fact is that the revolution has been 
attended by gone of the evils that were prophesied. 
Prosperity has gone hand in hand with prohibition 
in all dry territory. Profit and loss accruing from 
the liquor traffic have assumed. their true propor- 
tions; the debit has always exceeded the credit side 
of the account when municipality or state has gone 
into partnership with the traffic. ~ 

There has been a constantly increasing efficiency 
in law enforcement, and the decision of the United 
States Supreme Court upholding the Webb-Kenyon 
bill has given the dry states a baton of authority 
that will hold violators of the law in abeyance. 


Temperance Must Picket Its Army 


« The United States pointed the way to industrial 
efficiency when it established a prohibition zone for 
the construction of the Panama Canal and demanded 
total abstinence on the, part of the fifty thousand 
workmen who brought to completion the biggest 
piece of work known to the modern world. When 
Russia increased its labor output from twenty to 
sixty percent under prohibition, while, during the 
same period, drink cut down the producing power 
of the British workmen one-fifth, the world was 
forced to acknowledge the economic value of- pro- 
hibition, and Labor’s eyes were opened to its greatest 
detractor. ‘ 

Hope for the future is based upon these advances; 
but there must be a strong guard against retroaction. 
The revelations of war have brought us face to face 
with an enemy aroused and thoroughly frightened, 
but at the same time desperate, defiant, and cunning. 
In Europe, though nations may perish, though gov- 
ernments wane and commerce cease, Drink is mob- 
ilizing its forces to repair the first damage of war. 

It is making overtures for peace. On the basis of 
a reduction of output and increased taxation, it 
would make terms with Germany, whose impost on 
altohol has heretofore been trivial, and whose neces- 


sity for revenue to meet the heavy expenditure of 
war is now imperative. With the Europeanization of 
Turkey, which must follow, drink asks a port of 
entry into that closed country. The other countries 
of the Central Powers have never faltered in their 
loyalty to drink, and not even the vicissitudes of war 
have been permitted to interfere with its rule. 

Belgium it would wholly regain; Russia is terri- 
tory permanently lost. It asks France to be satis- 
fied with the surrender of absinthe, but is willing to 
concede a reduction of spirits. In the United King- 
dom, Sir Thomas Dewar, Great Britain’s leading 
distiller, as the liquor traffic’s spokesman, has ac- 
knowledged that the trade does not expect former 
relations to be restored. Having tested out the war- 
time regulations imposed by the Central Control 
Board and found that the profits are practically the 
same as in pre-war times, the Trade has signified its 
willingness to continue a system which has so 
worked to its advantage, and the formerly over- 
worked drink-seller has only praise for the diminu- 
tion of hours when the order permits diminution of 
the specific gravity of the liquors sold, together with 
a raise in price and provision for “off the premise” 
consumption. - 

Since the food question has become so serious as 
to necessitate a recent and first reduction in the 
output of beer to avert the possibility of prohibi- 
tion as a necessity of war, the trade is pushing ne- 
gotiations for the transfer of its claims to the 
government in consideration of an excessive indem- 
nity, and thé distiller and the brewer, the wholesaler 
and the retailer, are urging the nationalization of the 
liquer traffic.in Great Britain, while alas, a consid- 
erable wing of the church is-also assisting the agi- 
tation. 

By bribery, Drink hopes to regain its former priv- 
ileges among the neutral nations, tempting them 
with the false hope of financial reimbursement 
(through the continuance of the traffic) of losses 
caused by the war. However, Norway and Sweden 
have their eyes on Russia, and the future of drink 
in the smaller nations will be largely determined by 
the course of the Allies; and whether prohibition is 
to be or not will be decided by Great Britain. 


Whitening the Map of the World 


The ban in that country upon controversial legis- 
lation during the war postpones the final settlement 
of the drink question until fhe close of the war, un- 
less it can be urged as a military necessity and meas- 
ure of defense. If Great Britain finally decides for 
prohibition, her European allies and Japan will 
eventually follow her into the prohibition camp; and 
a dry America will assure a prohibition United 
Kingdom and thus help to whiten the map of the 
world, 

Already; popular sentiment in the homeland is be- 
ing influenced by the rapid spread of prohibition in 
Canada. I found British temperance leaders also 
watching the result of the prohibition movement in 
the United States. The whitening of the map of 
the United States will add impetus to the revolution 
which is cleansing Europe of the drink traffic. 

The trade, realizing that it is engaged in an in- 
ternational struggle, is conducting its campaign along 
the lines that gave it supremacy abroad. It would 
project the discredited habits and customs of Europe 
into the United States, and the weapons which it is 
using for the prolongation of its existence in 
America all bear the foreign trade mark. Wearing 
the uniform of respectability, it intrenched itself in 
the church abroad, and so won its support that in 
Great Britain alone twelve hundred clergymen and 
ministers hold personal shares in brewing companies. 
Now the Trade would have the saloon made respect- 
able in America. 

In Europe the saloon was.a family resort, and 
through the drinking customs which prevailed among 
women, mothers bequeathed an enfeebled and vitiated 
heritage to their children which threatens every na- 
tion in Europe with decadence. 

bit A the brewers urge the claims of beer as a 

family drink, and there is an increasing agitation in 
favor of making the saloon a “place where a man 
may take his family without shame.” 
_ In America and in Europe alike, the trade is seek- 
ing to effect a truce by making spirits of a prescribed 
strength contraband, while beer and wine still menace 
the health and morals of the nations. 

Having shackled Europe to the trade by the iron 
fetters of vested interests, it is now using “such 
periodicals and secular papers as will sell their space 
to create a public opinion favorable to compensation. 
The weakness of- the campaign is that it is un- 
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American, and measures and methods which have 
been discredited and out-worn in Europe are being 
repudiated by the thoughtful American voter. 

When the war is over, Europe will be forced to 
choose between the rebuilding of the liquor traffic, 
which so maliciously imperiled every country in its 
most crucial hour, and the rebuilding and safe- 
guarding of home and nation. Then we shall either 
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learn that in the crucible of war a newer and finer 
patriotism has been generated for Home and Coun- 
try, and the protection of its defenders will be 
given first place; or else peace will bring greater 
disaster than war, and the heroes of every nation 
will return from the trenches only to be deceived 
and defeated by a greater foe. 
CHIcAco. 





Why I Went to Keswick 


By a Divinity Professor's Wife 
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A cultured, naturally proud, British gentlewoman lays bare her heart that her 


Lord may have the glory. 


Don’t read this article if your need is what 


hers was— 


unless you decide to let Him meet your need. 
What she found at Keswick others are finding at such Victorious Life conferences 


in North America as are mentioned on this page.! 
the addresses of one of these, held last summer, is entitled “Victory in 
at less than cost, and may be had through The 


Princeton Conference”; it is pu! 


A volume giving a full rt and 


hrist at 


Sunday School Times Co. at 50 cents, postage extra as follows: up to 600 miles from 
Philadelphia, 5 cents; from 600 to 1,500 miles, 10 cents; over 1,500 miles, 12 cents. 


a girl I always said that if I ever became a Chris- 

tian I would be a real one. 

When I was seventeen I was converted during a 
mission held in my native town. But I refused to 
confess Christ even at home, and I seemed to lose 
gradually all that I had got. 

At twenty I was married and went to live as a 
member of the university circle in one of our old 
university towns. We read the “Atheneum” and the 
“Contemporary Review,” and there were German 
Clubs and Browning Clubs, and lectures galore. My 
own spiritual life was dead, but the intellectual life 
was very much alive indeed and thoroughly enjoyed. 

Then my children were born. The thing that first 
awakened me was passing the nursery door one 
night and hearing my nurse teaching my first-born 
his first prayer. did not. pray myself in those days 
and I did not know what I believed about the 
divinity of our Lord.. I had no prayer to teach my 
little son. But somehow there seemed something 
wrong here. All the great men I had read of 
spoke of the prayer they had learned at their 
mother’s knee. could not get away from the 
thought, and so God began to turn me toward him- 
self. 

I was very shy. I found it exceedingly difficult to 
ask any minister personal questions about the 
spiritual life. And when I did they put me off. And 
I was closed up in my shell again for another six 
months, 

Then there came to stay with us a Jewish mission- 
ary who was different from any one I had ever met,— 
gentle, humorous, and yet walking with God. He 
talked of God so naturally as of a dear friend. So 
I screwed up my courage to lay bare my heart again. 
He was staying with us for our Assembly meetings, 
and as we walked: home from one of these I took 
him a very roundabout road, gaining sufficient cour- 
age to speak. But I had only to say a word. He 
understood at once. Far too soon we got home, and 
in our study where we were alone he knelt and 
prayed with me. No one had ever done that before 
—how wonderful it was! 

“What is it exactly that you want?” he asked me, 
for I had been very vague, but prayer had opened 
the eyes of my mind. 

“I know now what I want,” I said; “I want, the 
abiding presence of Christ in my heart.” 

“You should go to Keswick,” he said. 

“I never heard of it,” said I. “What is it?” And 
so he told me of the great annual gathering in the 
beautiful little town in’the Lake country of England, 
where now for forty years Christians have found a 
new Christ and a new Life. 

I knew no one that went to Keswick, and I had to 


Jeent I have always desired to be good. As 





1Among the many summer conferences now being held 
and increasing in number in North America, in which the 
truth of the victory by faith is given, are the following: 

Princeton Conference (not under the auspices of either 
Princeton Seminary or Princeton University, but meeting 
at Princeton, New Jersey, through the courtesy of the 
Seminary), the third full week in July; address Secretary 
of Princeton Conference, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Victorious Life Conference, conducted by Moody Church, 
at “Restawhile,” Cedar Lake, Indiana; address Rev. Paul 
Rader, Moody Church, Chicago. 

Bible Conference at Mountain Lake Park, Md., conducted 
by Moody Bible Institute; address Dr. James M. Gray, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago. 

China Inland Mission Conference, Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Ontario, Canada; eddress Mr. Frederic F. Helmer, 507 
Church Street, Toronto, Canada, or Mr. William Y. King, 
64 West Chelten Avenue, Germantown, Pa. 

Christian and Missionary Alliance Conference, Old Or- 
chard, Maine; address Dr. A. B. Simpson, 692 Eighth Ave- 
nue, New York City. 





wait for nearly two years tntil I met a lady at a 
meeting who seemed likely. Afterwards I said to 
her, “Are you going to Keswick?” 

“Yes,” she said. 

“Will you take me?” I asked, very anxiously. 

“Oh! well,” she said, slowly, for ‘we were onl 
acquaintances, “I am going with a party. But I will 
see if there is room for you.” 

A few weeks later she wrote to say that the party 
was made up, but that she had another friend who 
wanted to go too, and we might all three share rooms 
together. 

And so with tremendous expectation I arrived at 
Keswick orthe Monday night of ‘the Convention of 
1898. We went to the Tent and héard that great 
multitude singing, “All hail the power of Jesus’ 
name” with all their hearts. I felt there was some- 
thing in it. I was thrilled through and through. 

Then came Tuesday morning, and an address on 
Sin. I did not like it; it was too straight. 

After the meeting we went to lunch with a friend 
of the friend who. had taken me. And they discussed 
the meetings and the speakers quite gaily. I could 
not do that. 

Then we went out on the lake—a party of eight 
or nine. Tyrning to a young Cambridge fellow who 
was sitting beside me in the boat, our hostess. said, 
“And when were you converted ?” 

“Oh,” I thought, “she’ll be coming to me next. 
Has she no sense? These things are too sacred to 
be spoken of.” I hated the word: “conversion.” In 
a few minutes she did turn to me and began to talk 
about evangelistic meetings. “Are there any good 
open-airs in your neighborhood?” she asked. 

“Open-airs,” I said with profound contempt; “I 
never go near such things.” 

Then they began to sing hymns on the boat—hymns 
on a weekday! And in public like that! It was like 
a party of Glasgow trippers. I was very cross and 
angry, and glad to get out of it at last. 

Tuesday night’s meeting was solemn too, and then 
came Wednesday morning. Sin again. In that great 
Tent there was no one but the Lord and me. I saw 
myseif in His sight, clearly as on the Judgment Day. 
I was the wife of a Divinity Professor, taking a 
leading part in church committees and church work, 
opening the women’s meetings with prayer (and 
thinking what excellently well-expressed prayers they 
were). And all my righteousness fell away from 
me as filthy rags; all my unbelief and hardness of 
heart stood up to condemn me ;—all my busy, fruit- 
less, machine-made Christian life. 

I was very miserable. In the afternoon I walked 
away into the country. I longed to go home. Why 
should I stay there and be so miserable, I who had 
the happiest home that ever was given to woman? 
But God detained me. 

After the evening meeting there was a gathering 
of Scotch friends. I met there a missionary who had 
stayed with us a little while before. “Well,” he said 
cheerfully, “and how are you enjoying the meet- 
ings?” 

“Enjoying the meetings?” I repeated; “I’m very 
miserable.” 

He was a wise man and said nothing, but got me 
a chair. Several people spoke that night, mostly 
testimony. One man quoted the verse that became 
a voice to me: “When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee, and through the rivers 
they shall not overflow thee.. Fear not.” I had such 
a very happy married life; but now since I came to 
Keswick I was passing through the waters. But God 
was there—it was a part of His plan for me. 

I went home quietly in the summer twilight to my 
own room and looked up the text which had been in 
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my mind for days: “If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children; how much 
more shal your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him.” I knelt there alone 
with the Bible open beforé me. I reviewed all my 
life—that in every department of it I might make 
the complete surrender. Amusements—no difficulty ; 
speaking for Christ—impossible,—no, if He asks me 
it will be possible; money, children, time, gifts,— 
everything was laid at His feet that night. As far 
as I knew I kept nothing back. And so, without any 
feeling of joy or peace, in naked faith I asked and 
received His precious gift according to His word. 

Next morning (Thursday) I met the friend who 
had taken us on the lake on Tuesday. “How are 
you getting on?” she said, “You know we are pray- 
ing for you.” My eyes filled with tears. “Oh! how 
kind of you, a stranger, to pray_for me. It is all 
right now.” That was a day of quiet believing; no 
more struggle, no more misery. 

In the evening the Rev. Charles Inwood, who was 
conducting the after meeting, asked those to stand 
who had made the complete surrender and were 
ready and willing to receive the Holy Spirit. That 
was a terrible ordeal. I, a reserved Scotswoman 
from the most reserved and aristocratic town in 
Scotland, to stand at a meeting! But the Inner 
Voice reminded me that I had vowed ohedience, and 
this was the first thing He had asked me to do. So 
I stood. And the minister repeated that beautiful 
collect: “Defend, O Lord, these thy servants by 
thy heavenly grace, that they may continue thine 
forever, and daily increase in thy-Holy Spirit more 
and more until they come to thine eternal kingdom.” 
ee so out into the night again—with a song in my 

eart. 

On Saturday I came home. I was tempted all the 
way. ‘What shall I say? Shall I tell them of the 
beautiful Lake, and the crowds at the meetings, and 
bits of biographies of the speakers? Or shall I con- 
fess what has happened to myself? By the grace 
of God I was enabled to do this last; not perhaps so 
ae ma as I do now, but faithfully up to my 

ight. 

I find that the gift of the Holy Spirit is the abid- 
ing presence of Christ in my heart. It is wonderful 
to me to know that He cares for every detail of m 
life, not merely of my spiritual life; that I can as 
Him. to help me to find the things I have lost, to 
undertake for me in any domestic difficulty. 

+ * * + * 

All this happened eighteen years ago, and writing 
is as stale as a stale testimony; so I would like to 
add that I never knew really what the peace of God 
was until my only son was on the battlefields of 
France last spring. All the time he was fighting there 
was no anxiety, no dread at all. And now that he 
is at Salonika waiting for the fighting that must 
surely come, I have a text in my room which says, 
“But if not .. .(that_is, if the laddie does not come 
back) they shall see His face.” Nothing can hap- 
pen to him but the will of God. And so there is 
peace. Hallelujah! - 


A Church 


By Annie Trumbull Slosson 


T IS a Church, but then it is a home 
To which from wanderings lost children come. 

It is an Altar, but a table too, 
Where a home feast is always spread for you. 
It i8 a Temple, but a plain abode 
Where humble folk can rest along the road. 
If there seem dogmas, creeds you cannot understand, 
If these look strange and dark, yet, close at hand, 
Are simple truths, a faith a child can own, 
Choose these and leave the harder things alone. 
Some worship here a great and distant God, 
Seek if you will a tender Friend who trod 
The very road you stumble o’er to-day 
And pray the prayer he taught you how to pray. 
Yes, friend, if in your timid soul you find 
The great things here too great for human mind; 
If Temple, Altar, Mysteries and Creed, 
Even an unknown God, meets not your need, 
Call this a home, if homesick for its rest, 
Call it a table, be its welcome guest, 
Say your own simple, plain and childlike creed, 
If from your heart ’tis surely ali you need, 
But own, as Deity, Guide, Saviour, Friend, 
Him who’ll be with you to the very end. 
No far-off unknown God to serve with fear, 
An Elder Brother always very near, 
With you to-day as with men long ago, 
Sages may worship Him, a child can love and know. 
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Who Will Answer the Call for 825 Volunteers ? 


' United Presbyterians need 407, and Africa — , 
Inland Mission 418, to complete their tasks 








of Judah,” the United Presbyterian Church has 
been a leader in missionary zeal and effort. It 
gave J. Campbell White to the Laymen’s Movement 
and was foremost of all denominations definitely to 
size up its missionary task and plan for its accom- 

plishment. a . 

During an enthusiastic Missionary Convocation 
held in the First United Presbyterian Church, North 

Side, Pittsburgh, of which Rev. J. Alvin Orr is pas- 

tor, from January 30 to February 1, the oal posts 

were set for 407 new missionaries, and 794,000 a 

year additional revenue for foreign missions. This 

is what remains of the program adopted by the 

Tarkio General Assembly of 1903, when 485 addi- 

tional missionaries were asked for in. order that the 

mission’s territory in the Punjab of India, Egypt, 
and the Egyptian Soudan might be fully manned. 

The census gives the population of these fields as 

16,000,000. Since 1903 the church has made a net 

in of 78 missionaries. It has 239 missionaries un- 

a regular appointment, 72 of whom are wives of 

missionaries and 82 of whom are unmarried women, 

and 5 are nurses. Of the 82 men on the field, 62 

are ordained ministers. There are 12 doctors, 8 men 

and 4 women. Thirty-five are now on furlough. 
The burning missionary zeal of the United Pres- 

byterians flamed up higher than ever at the Convo- 

cation, over which Rev. Dr. W. B. Anderson, of 

Philadelphia, Corresponding Secretary of the United 
. Presbyterian Board, presided. Only three far-distant 
Presbyteries failed of representation ; 64 Presbyteries 
sent 1,147 registered delegates. The overflow meet- 
ings in the basement, resulting from the utilization 
of the 1,200-seat capacity of the church at all ses- 
sions, were attended by 250. There were fascinating 
missionary exhibits, and thrilling missionary pag- 
eants. Seminary students gave lantern pictures of 
mission scenes. There were 21 missionaries present, 
most of them bringing stirring messages from the 
field. The utterances of J. Campbell ite, Robert 
E. Speer, Géorge Innes, and others brought a con- 
viction-that “this is supremely an hour of crisis in 
the kingdom of God.” 

The resolutions adopted emphasized the unpre- 
cedented opportunity as evidenced “in the moving of 
God. on the souls of multitudes who are asking for 
church membership; the breaking down of false re- 
ligions; the receptive spirit of those heretofore pre- 
judiced; the earnest pressing of the invitation to the 
workers to enter and occupy new territory.” They 
called attention to God-given material blessings, hav- 
ing no parallel in all history and coming at the very 
moment of increased opportunity. These blessings 
“if the spirit ‘of stewardship does not accompany 
them will work irreparable harm.” The fifth 4rticle 
in the Resolutions reads as follows: 


To keep before our Church the ideals that have 
here prevailed we recommend the appointment of a 
Continuation Committee. This Committee, through 
our Church papers, magazines, and other liter- 
ature, shall-keep before us the goal of immediate 
occupancy of our field; shall call a Convocation 
similar to this as their judgment may dictate, and 
use any and all other legitimate means to realize 
this end. 


Finally the resolutions declare a conviction that 
“the only solution of the whole problem is in a deep- 
ened spiritual life and a spirit of prayer.” 


Taking Over German Stations 


“/YOVERNMENT asks British Societies and ours 
to take thirty-one German stations, abandoned.” 

This -was a cablegram received at Africa Inland 
Mission headquarters at 2244 North Twenty-ninth 
Street, Philadelphia, a few days ago from Acting 
Field Director Lee H. Downing at Kijabe, B. E. A. 

The Africa Inland Mission, with 136 missionaries 
already at work in British and German East Africa 
and Congo Belge, has four stations and six mission- 
aries in German territory. It has within recent 
years, in agreement with the Church Missionary So- 
ciety, taken over its German-African work. Living- 
stone explored this section of Africa, but many of 
the tribes among whom he traveled have never re- 
ceived the Gospel, and there are vast opportunities 
for evangelization. 

The request for workers in this field, particularly 
as it comes from the British government, is driving 
the Home Councils of the mission to earnest prayer. 
Field Director Charles E. Hurlburt tfecently re- 
turned to this country on furlough. After an ex- 


T ot ses one of the “least among the thousands 


tensive survey of the Africa Inland Mission terri- 
tory, he declared that 268 new missionaries were 
needed to fully man the additional stations which 
should be started. Home Councils are being estab- 
lished in well-nigh every city .of 100,000 in the 
United States, to the end that, after prayer, these 
needed workers may be secured and sent forth in 
accordance with the Mission’s faith basis whereby 
every missionary looks to the Lord to supply his 
needs. The home work is being enlarged and reor- 
ganized. The name of the Mission’s organ, Hearing 
and Doing, has been changed to Inland Africa, and 
it appears monthly instead of quarterly. 

The desired 268 missionaries for this field will 
need, therefore, to be increased, perhaps by 150 addi- 
tional, making the total number needed 418. There 
are now in East Africa, according to figures taken in 
1911, as many as 54 German stations and 274 sub- 
stations, with a total of 216 foreign and 299 native 
missionaries, with 5,451 baptized Christians and 9,914 
adherents. The vastly greater part of this German 
work was in German East Africa. The societies 
were the Berliner Missions-gesellschaft, the Evan- 
gelisch Lutherische Mission zu Leipzig, the Evan. 
Missions-gesellschaft fiir Deutsch Ostafrika, the 
Evangeliska Fosterland Stiflessen, the Mission Ro- 
mande, and the Neukirchener Missions-anstalt. 

The Africa Inland Mission sent out a party of 
seventeen missionaries last August, another of nine 
in December, while ten more are planning to sail on 
March tenth’ on the City of Lahore, New York to 
Cape Town and Durban, from whence transshipment 
will be had to Mombasa. 


se 


In Peril in Palestine 


URING thirty years of the Christian and Mis- 

sionary Alliance missions God has been pleased 
to plant the work in about sixty different stations 
and in between two and three hundred out-stations. 
More than twelve thousand converts have been bap- 
tized. The principal mission fields are India, China, 
and Africa, with the communion rolls of these fields 
already numbering between one and two thousand. 
The Alliance has a smaller work in Japan, the Phil- 
ippines, Argentine, Ecuador, Porto Rico, and 
Jamaica. The work in Chile, South America, is 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


The Island Contribution.—There are 23,000 islands of the 
sea which are contributing their share of “the people for 
His name.” 


Madras Midnight Meetings.—Midnight servants’ meetings 
are being held in Madras, as the only hour at which ser- 
vants can assemble for Bible-study and plans for service. 


An Amputated Hand.—“I often feel when I reach out 
my hand to do something as though my fingers are all 
gone because I cannot say what I want to.” Thus Miss 
Helen Goosen, new Africa Inland missionary at Mukaa, 
describes service before the language is mastered. 


Personal Work in India.—“Each one teach one; each one 
reach one,” is the motto of the Madras Council in India as 
an outgrowth of the Evangelistic movement. Rev. H. A. 
Popley quotes a sentence of Sir Rabindranath Tagore in 
this connection: “I shall ask the King to make me one 
of his postmen that I may wander far and wide, delivering 
his message from door to door.” 


The Child and the Bread-Crumb.—“Last- week we came 
into a house where the occupants had eaten nothing for 
three days,” writes an American Board missionary at 
Aleppo. “The wife had a child in her arms and tried to 
give it a crumb of our bread to eat. The child groaned and 
died in her arms. The woman cried, ‘Oh, if you had 
brought this only one day earlier, my child would have 
been still alive!’” 


The Atonement in Hindu Scripture—Mr. B. C. Sircar, 
traveling secretary of the Bengal Y. M. C. A., always gets 
a hearing from his countrymen: by pointing out where, in 
their Scriptures, it is written that, after the progressive 
sacrifices of inanimate things, of animals, and then of 
human beings, it was predicted that one day there was to 
come the sacrifice of a sinless One, which should avail for 
the sins of all humanity and of all time. 


A Scrupulous Committee.—The first man ever to carry 
the full Gospel to Barbacoas, Ecuadar, head of river navi- 
gation, Mr. . Chapman, of the Gospel Missionary 
Union, was privileged to suffer rather persistent persecu- 
tion. When there was failure to secure an interdict from 
the Governor, the local authorities appointed a committee 
which, says he, “went seriously to work to read a copy 
of each of my books. to decide whethef they were such 
as would corrupt the morals of a place where already the 
accepted standard of righteousness allowed 60 percent. of 
the children to be born out of wedlock.” The Mayor 
eventually O.K.’d the books and the 2,000 population 
heard and read the Word of God. 


The Missonary Watch Tower, 
conducted by Howard A. Banks 





much larger, and approximates nearly a thousand 
members. 

These facts are given in a résumé of the work of 
the three decades given by Rev. Dr. A. B. Simpson in 
a recent issue of the Alliance Weekly. 

The only one of the mission’s fields which has been 
seriously disturbed by the world war is Palestine. 
It was necessary for most of the missionaries to 
withdraw. Three self-sacrificing young women, how- . 
ever, begged permission to remain as long as possi- 
ble,—the Misses Butterfield, Best and Gummo, as- 
sisted by a loyal band of native workers. Their sit- 
uation is one of peril, inasmuch as it is difficult to 
get remittances to them, and in view of the sever- 
ance of diplomatic relations between the United 
States and Turkey’s allies, the Central Powers. The 
Board has authorized these ladies to retire as soon 
as they felt that it was wise to do so. 

The Alliance is beginning the year with a remark- 
able record of prosperity and blessing. The total 
receipts for 1916 exceeded $207,000 as against 
$176,000 the previous year, an increase of $30,000, or 
seventeen percent. 

The society aims to reach neglected fields and 
utilize neglected resources. “It was not designed to 
duplicate needlessly existing forces, but rather to 
aid them,” says Dr. Simpson. “Therefore, from the 
beginning, it has aimed to develop unused material, 
the lay element, the ministry of woman, the irregular 
and volunteer auxiliaries in the army of the Lord. 
And God has been greatly pleased to call into His 
service, and honor in their ministry, scores and hun- 
dreds of consecrated lives who might never have 
entered the mission field through the regular minis- 
try. The same principle has directed the choice of 
fields, and the result has been that our work has 
been chiefly planted in such regions as the Congo, 
the Soudan, the unoccupied provinces of India, the 
unevangelized provinces of South America, such 
fields as Quang Si in South China, unopened Hunan, 
the impenetrable Tibet, and last, but not least, the 
21,000,000 of Anam.” 


The Good Shepherdess of Shanghai 


66 NTIL he find it” was printed on all the sta- 
tionery of Cornelia Leavenworth Bonnell, a 
good shepherdess who established a receiving home 
in the heart of Foochow Road in Shanghai seventeen 
ears ago. She was educated at Vassar and the 
aptist Theological Seminary at Newton. She was 
a frail little woman with a heart of gold, and fear- 
lessly she spent her life amid the ravenings of the 
foulest wolves of the forest. God called her Home 
a few months ago, and in a tribute of love printed 
in the Chinese Recorder for December, a friend de- 
scribes her terrible environment: 

“Each side of her was-a large tea-house and 
opium den; opposite, still worse dens of infamy, and 
every evening, away on into the night, the inmates 
from the houses of shame were carried on the 
shoulders of coolies through the long streets as ad- 
vertisements of the houses which sent them forth.” 
That was the scene which her eyes met night after 
night at her window in the Door of Hope. The 
rescue mission was born in prayer: 


On the last day of the last century, about six 
o’clock in the afternoon, five women came out of 
the Shanghai missionary prayer-meeting and stood 
together in the narrow passageway between Union 
Church and Union Church Hall. For months the 
same burden had been upon their souls,—the thou- 
sands of outcast girls and women in Shanghai. 

These women, grouped there under the darken- 
ing winter sky, each prayed. They offered them- 
selves as channels for God’s purposes for these 
sad sisters of theirs. 


God heard and provided the Home and Miss Bon- 
nell to conduct it. Then God raised up strong 
Chinese friends. One of these was Mr. Shen 
Ten Ho, a Chinese gentleman of means, who gave 
liberally to the work. They bought for Miss Bon- 
nell a ricksha, put in a telephone, and secured a 
special Chinese detective. They also secured the 
enactment of new laws limiting the age of inmates 
in the brothels, and had notices posted in each one 
that the receiving home was always open to any who 
were unkindly treated, if they could effect their es- 
cape. Later the growing work necessitated moving 
into three rows of Chinese houses on North Che- 
kiang Road. 

Miss Bonnell wrote several little booklets, among 
them “Shadow and Light,” “Pao Tsu,” “The Story 
of the Poppy,” and “The Fifth Precious.” 
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LESSON Il. MARCH 18. JESUS SAVES FROM SIN (Temperance Lesson 


John 8 : 12, 28-37, 56-50. Commit verses 31, 32 
Golden Text: If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.—John 8 : 36 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

ONCE knew a man who was a most faithful and 
J izces worker in his place of employment, but 

who because of his eccentricities was not always 
understood. One night I learned that he had been 
arrested by a policeman who did not know him, 
being new on the beat that covered the property 
where this man was a janitor. I hurried to the 
home of the magistrate of that diyision and, explain- 
ing the facts, secured an order for his release from 
the cell where he was spending the night. Going to 
the station house I was shown to his cell and found 
him sitting there quietly. He exclaimed in surprise 
at seeing me. I asked him if he would like to come 
with me. “It is immaterial,” he answered; “I am 
very comfortable here.” It was not immaterial to 
me, however, and I took my man to his home. 

It didn’t trouble that man to be in bondage. He 
had no desire to get out of bondage, no sense of 
need. There are a good many people like him. Our 
Lord once had a straight talk with some of them. 


Our Background Material 

The sixth of the seven great sections of the Gos- 
pel is The Culmination of Faith (chapter 20), in 
the following divisions: 

(a) The Revelation of the Fact of the Resur- 

rection (vs. I-10). 

(b) Revelation of the Person Raised (vs. 11-23). 
(c) Revelation of Person and Fact (vs. 24-29). 
(Purpose, verses 30, 31.) 

The above material on the Gospel as a whole is 
given in a pamphlet by Dr. Griffith Thomas, “How 
to Study the Gospel of John,” to be had from The 
Sunday School Times; the fifth edition of this 
pamphlet, totaling now 26,000 copies, is in hand and 
orders can be promptly filled (two copies for 5 
cents; single copies, 3 cents each). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain peregraphe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Slaves are the freest persons in the world. When 
they have the right master, that is. “Throw down 
this challenge to your class, and let them discuss it. 

The person who stops trying to see is the person 
who sees most. There’s another puzzle for your 
class to sharpen its wits on. The first verse of the 
lesson (v. 12) explains this. For one who walks 
not in the darkness, but has the light of life, sees 
most; yet one can have the light of life, or Christ, 
only by faith, not by sight. A _ striking illus- 
tration of what it is to be without the light of the 
world is given by Miss Frederick (1-2). 

Jesus boldly declared over and over again that he 
was God. Are your class keeping notes of every 
statement: in this Gospel that shows the deity of 
Christ? Let them note all that occur in this lesson. 
Perhaps one is found in verse 28; see Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas’ (II, 1) comment. 

Another startlingly plain and dogmatic claim of 
his deity is made by Jesus in his conversation with 
the Jews, in the closing verses of the chapter (vs. 
56-58). He shows that-he was the hope of Abraham, 
who was the father of God’s Chosen People. And 
he uses of himself the great, majestic, mysterious 
name of God, that name that declares the timeless, 
ever-present eternity of the being of Jehovah, “I 
Am.” It is the name that God told Moses to give 
when Moses inquired what reply to make to the 
children of Israel if they should inquire concerning 
God, “What is his name?” (Exod. 3:13, 14): “I 
AM hath sent me unto you.” 

If Jesus was God, why did he say “I do nothing 
- of myself, but as the Father taught me, I speak these 
things”? (v. 28.) Over and over again Jesus de- 
clared his dependence upon the Father. Let the class 
discuss this. Was it part of his voluritary humilia- 
tion of himself in his incarnation? (Phil. 2: 5-8.) 

Jesus gloried in the fellowship of the Father 
(v. 29); and he claimed that fellowship because “I 
do always the things that are pleasing to him.” Can 
the Christian say this through the power of Christ? 
Does Christ offer to accomplish this miracle in one 

‘ who trusts him fully for it? Our Lord makes strik- 
ing parallels between himself and his followers: 
“As thou didst send me into the world, even so sent 
I them into the world” (John 17:18). As he was 
utterly dependent upon the Father, so we are to be 
utterly dependent upon him. As we trust him for 
power to do “always the things that are pleasing to 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
John 8 : 12, 31-37, 56-58] 

12 Again therefore Jesus spake unto them, saying, I am 
the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk 

in the darkness, but shall have the light of life... . 

31 Jesus therefore said to those Jews that had believed 
him, If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples; 
32 and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free. 33 They answered unto him, We are Abraham’s 
seed, and have never yet been in bondage to any man: 
how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 34 Jesus an- 
swered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Every one 
that committeth sin is the bondservant of sin. 35 And the 
bondservant abideth not in the house for ever: the son 
abideth for ever. 36 If therefore the Son shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed. 37 I know that ye are Abra- 
ham’s seed; yet ye seek to kill me, because my word 
bhath not fece course in you. . . . 56 Your father Abraham 
rejoiced *to see my day; and he saw it, and was glad. 
57 The Jews therefore said unto him, Thou: art not yet 
fifty. years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 58 Jesus 
said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before 
Abraham was born, I am. 


1Or, hath no place in you *Or, that he should see 
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him” we shall have his fellowship, as he had the 
Father’s. What broken fellowship means, Coomh 
doing that which is not pleasing to him, is vividly 
shown by Miss Frederick (3-4). The “pleasing to 
aoe test of right or wrong is brought out in 

ucker’s class by Mr. Rogers (1). 

We are told in verses 30, 31 of those who “believed 
on him” and “believed him.” Three clearly marked 
distinctions of belief in the Scripture are explained 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 2). 

To those who were only superficially believing in 
Jesus, he urged their abiding in his word. What does 
this mean? To study and clearly understand the 
New Testament use of the word “abide” will bring a 
great blessing. Abiding is the secret and the evi- 
dence of true discipleship (v. 31). There are saved 
Christians who are not abiding in Christ, even though 
every Christian has been taken eternally into union 
with Christ. — Christians do not bear fruit, but 
those who abide in Christ do (John 15:4, 5). Abid- 
ing Christians get their prayers answered (John 
15:7). Abiding Christians keep Christ’s command- 
ments (John 15:10); and his great commandment 
is to trust him (John 6:29). Abiding Christians will 
not be ashamed when Christ returns to this earth 
(1 John 2:28). See also 1 John 2:6, 24. 

The Jews did not like to be told that they might be 
free (v. 32). They were blindly ignoring both their 
temporal bondage and their spiritual bondage. As 
to their political bondage, see the facts mentioned by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (HI, 3), and Dr. Mackie (1). 

But with the most unmistakable, inescapable di- 
rectness Jesus tells his hearers that they are slaves 
of sin (v. 34). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


But Jesus does not stop with declaring his hearers’ 
sin-bondage. He offers to set them free. 

Notice his clear reasoning. “Every one that com- 
mitteth sin is the bondservant of sin.” Every one 
since Adam’s fall has sinned (Rom. 5:12), there- 
fore all are the bondservants of sin. Bondservants 
have no permanent abiding place in the house; the 
slaves of sin can have no permanent abiding place in 
the house of God,—they are not even members of 
God’s family 

But a son abides forever in the family. And the 
Son is the only one who can bring others into his 
Own permanent membership and abiding in the house 
and family of God, for “as many as received him, 
to them gave he the right to become children of 
God” (John 1:12, 13). The Son, and he alone, can 
make you free so that ye shall be free indeed. That 
is the very meaning of his name (Matt. 1: 21). 

Do you and your class know what it is to be free 
indeed? Many and many a Christian does not. We 
have accepted our freedom from the penalty of sin 
through faith in Christ, but many have never realized 
that they can, in the same way, instantly, accept their 
complete freedom from the whole power of sin, and 
be kept free moment by moment as they continue 
moment by moment to trust Jesus for this. Read 
carefully the leading editorial on the first two pages 
of this issue, “What Is It to be Free Indeed?” the 
“Operf Letter” article on Salvation and Victory, and 
the baring of a human heart in “Why I Went to 
Keswick,” on page 128. 

A pathetic case of sin bondage is described by 
Mr. Ridgway (3). 

_ How to be free from the weight of our burdens 
is shown in the Round Table (1); and how Jesus 








set one man free in answer to the prayets of others 
is illustrated in the Round Table (2) 
Teaching Points ‘ 

Slavery is the only way of freedom. Paul was a 
bond-slave and therefore gloriously free. See what 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 4) says about this. The 
Lesson Cartoon on page 133 strikingly illustrates the 
broken chain of bondage ‘and the mre chain of 
freedom. Is signing the pledge slavery? This is dis- 
cussed in Pucker’s class, under “True Freedom.” 


In this temperance lesson show how getting rid of 
“booze” means freedom and power in the temporal 
and commercial world, as Mr. Ridgway (1) points 
out. A striking illustration of bondage to the sin of 
cigarette smoking (Mr. Rogers, Modern Slavery). 

Striking facts concerning the freedom from the 
bondage of the liquor traffic now being enjoyed by 
so much of the civilized world are given by Miss 
Wintringer in her article on page 127, and in the 
Temperance Facts on page 134. 


A hint from the world of temporal things, showing 
how the truth in matters of invention and discovery 
makes us free to do things that we never otherwise 
could do, is given by Mr. Ridgway (2). How much 
more so, then, in the spiritual freedom of Christ! 


The only way to be really free is to be born free 
(Mr. Ridgway, 4). And, praise God, any one can 
be born free, no matter how old he is, as Nicodemus 
to his amazement learned (John 3: 1-16; 1:12, 13). 


Prohibition in the liquor traffic means, not the pro- 
hibition of good things, nor prohibition of real lib- 
erty, nor prohibition of any blessing whatsoever, but 
prohibition of the curse and bondage and evil and 
misery of liquor. So Christ offers us a true “Pro- 
hibition,”—the prohibition of Satan, the prohibition 
of sin,-the prohibition of all the misery and disaster 
and evil results of sin and Satan. The right pro- 
hibition always means real liberty. 

The true Gospel unsparingly condemns sin while 
it freely offers deliverance from sin. Its condemna- 
tion of sin is why men, by nature, hate it, as they 
sought to kill Christ (v. 59). 

Not a stone could even be thrown in the direction 
of Jesus to injure him until God decided that the 
hour had come (v. 59; 13:1). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

In what ways does the darkness of those who have 
not the light of life in Christ, even when they are 
civilized, cultured, moral people, show itself? 

Was it necessary for Jesus to die (be “lifted up”) ? 
(v. .28.) 

Did the Father ever leave Jesus alone during his 
earthly lifetime? 

“Many believed on him” (v. 30) ; what is it to be- 
lieve on Jesus unto salvation? 

What is “my word?” (v. 31.) 

Are there any who “know the truth” (v. 32) with- 
out knowing Christ? ‘ 

In whom has Christ’s word free course? 


Why did the Jews say “not yet fifty,” instead of 
forty or thirty-five? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 

Review: Jesus the Way, the Truth and the Life (Read 
John 14: 1-14). 


About two years and three-quarters of the little 
more than three years of our Lord’s public ministry 
on earth have passed in our studies in John. We 
have seen Jesus moving step by step on his perfect 
way to reveal himself as God to men, and to redeem 
men. Let us read over the first eight chapters of 
John, and do so several times, between now and next 
Sunday, to get a fresh and clear impression. Notice 
the Review plans on page 135. 

In what ways during the Quarter’s lessons has 
Jesus shown that he is the life of men? 

In what ways during the Quarter’s lessons has 
Jesus shown that he is the light of men? 

In what ways is it declared, directly or indirectly, 
that Jesus must die for men? 

What striking differences do you find in Jesus’ 
treatment of Nicodemus and of the woman of 
Samaria? ; 

What to Pe: is the most impressive fact in the 
mission of rist to mankind? . 

PHILADELPHIA. 
































Poe 
























































ws 























The. Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


1. What Are the Facts? 

Connection.— Between the events recorded in chap- 
ter 6 and those which are now to be considered there 
was a period of about six months, from the Jewish 
Passover (6: 4), which fell in our April, to the Feast 


of Tabernacles, in our October. Between these two 
feasts Christ was in Galilee, where the murderous 
intentions of the authorities at Jerusalem (7:1) had 
caused him to remain. During these six months 
many events took place, as recorded in Matthew 
15-1 Our present lesson is part of the record of 
Christ’s visit to the Feast of Tabernacles in Jeru- 


- galem, and extends from 7:1 to 10:21, with the fol- 


lowing divisions clearly marked: (1) Before the 
Feast (7: 1-13); (2) At the middle of the Feast (7: 
14-36); (3) The last day of the Feast (7:37 to 
8:59); @ After the Feast (9:1 to 10: 21). 
Persons.—Four classes of people may be distin- 
ished: The orthodox party, represented by the 
Thochen. who were mainly hostile and are usually 
described by John as “the Jews”; the ordinary peo- 
ple who came up to the Feast, and who were not 
definitely on one side or the other; the religious offi- 
cials, mainly Sadducees; the disciples of Christ. 
Place.—Jerusalem was the capital, and most of 
Christ’s a rances recorded in John are associated 
with this place. It was necessary for him to present 
himself to the nation as a whole, and for this the 
capital was the most appropriate place. 
Time.—A. D. 29, October. 


Books.—Volimer, “Students’ Life of Christ” 
(Revell, $1.25 net), pp. 148-176; Croscup, “Historical 
Charts of the Life and Ministry of Christ” (The 
Sunday School Times Company, $1), pp. 19-21; 
Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 75 cents), chapter 5; Riddle, “Outline Harmony 
of the Gospels” (The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 25 cents), sections 68-85. These references 


will help to link on the events which happened be- 


tween chapters 6 and 7. 


Il. What Do These Verses Mean? 


Verse 28.—Lifted up. On the cross (3: 14; 12: 32). 
I am he. The Messiah as claimed, though as the 
word “he” is not in the original it is possible that 
there is a reference, as in verse 58, to the great name 
of Jehovah. If so, it is one of the many claims of 
Christ to equality with God. (1) 

Verse 30.—Believed. This is the full faith, involv- 
ing saving acceptance (7:31). 

Verse 31.—Believed. This is to be distinguished 
from the belief in the former verse, and refers 
merely to the acceptance of Christ’s word. There 
are three clearly marked distinctions of belief in 
Scripture: Believing a fact (1 John 5:1) ; believing 
a statement or word (John 4: 21) ; trusting wholly in 
a person himself (3: 36). (2) . 

Verse 33—Bondage. Although they had _ been 
under the dominion of ‘great nations like Egypt, 
Assyria, Babylon, and were then under the power of 
Rome, their pride would not allow them to admit 
this; as descendants of Abraham, they considered 
themselves far superior to the Romans. (3) 

Verse 36.—Free. Referring to the spiritual and 
moral freedom that comes from ufiion with Christ. 

Verse 56.—See. Abraham foresaw the day of the 
Messiah in prophetic vision, though it is impossible 
to say how much this meant beyond _ the fact, but his 
joy suggests that he felt certain of the fulfilment of 
the promise made to him (Gen. 12:1, 2). 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson. 


What is it to be a true Christian? Our lesson gives 
the answer. 


1. Knowing Divine Truth (v. 32). We need truth 
because of our ignorance and error about God, about 
life, and about eternity. Christ himself is the truth 
(1:17; 14:6; 18:37), and now “truth is in Jesus” 
(Eph. 4:21), since he reveals God, life, and eternity. 
This truth is a power, for Christ promises it shall 
make us free. Our intellectual bondage, due to ig- 
norance, error, and prejudice; our religious bondage, 
due to self-righteousness; our spiritual bondage, due 
to our sinfulness,—shall all be removed. 


’ 2. Possessing Divine Sonship (v. 35). . In time 
past those who were out of Christ were children of 
the devil (v. 44), but now we are God’s children, by 
adoption (Rom. 8:15) and regeneration (John 1: 12). 
_ 3. Enjoying Divine Liberty (vs. 32, 36). Freedom 
is one of the greatest privileges and blessings of the 
Gospel and includes liberty from the guilt and power 
of sin, from all merely human bondage (Gal. 5:1). 
And yet by a beautiful spiritual paradox ‘it involves 
complete slavery to Christ. Liberty is not license. 
We are at once Christ’s slaves and Christ’s freemen. 
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Liberty consists in the possession of God and sur- 
render to his will. As the Episcopal Collect says, 
“Whose service is perfeet freedom.” And a hymn- 
writer remarks, “A life of self-renouncing love is 
a life of liberty.” (4) 


IV. The Lesson Outlined 
1. Divine Testimony (vs. 12-20; Jer. 31: 31-34). 
(1) To himself.. 
(2) To the Father. 
(3) To the Jews. 
2. Solemn Announcement (vs. 21-30; Eph. 2: 11-18). 
(1) About the ue. F 
(2) About the Father. 
(3) About himself. 
3. True Disciples (vs. 31-36; Deut. 15: 12-18). 
(1) Abiding in Christ’s Word. 
(23 Knowing Chiist’s Truth. 
(3) Possessing Christ’s Freedom. 
4. Nominal Children (vs. 37-42; Gal. 5: 1-13). 
(1) Wicked life. * 
(2) Empty boasting. 
(3) Sinful nature. 
- §. Real Foes (vs. 43-47; Rom. 8: 1-14). 


(1) Deadness of perception. 
(2) Offspring of Satan. 
(3) Rejection of Christ. 


6. Divine Claims (vs. 48-59; James 1: 19-27). 
(1) Sincerity. ; 

(2) Sinlessness. 

(3) Salvation. 

Wycuirre CoLLece, Toronto. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


With Uncle Sam’s Boys.—He that followeth me 
shall not walk in the darkness (v. 12). I was in 
the Marine Corps factory in Philadelphia. While I 
stood with Riley, the superintendent, by a machine 
which was stamping out mess-plates, a man ap- 
proached and said, “I want to see Oley.” “There he 
is,” said Riley pointing to a man operating a press. 
As they went away together Riley explained, “That’s 
the Civil Service man, and Oley is to be promoted. 
Let me téll you about that fellow,” continued Riley. 
“He came here from the ranks about two years ago. 
On Mondays he would come in with watery eyes and 
shaking paws. I got tired of it and made up m 
mind I would have to recommend him for yn Hon f 
I first laid him off for a week. He came to my house 
and I talked temperance to him straight from the 
shoulder like a Dutch uncle. ‘Just give me one more 
chance,’ he begged. ‘I'll cut the gang and all the 
booze for good.’ And the fellow did. He has turned 
out fine, and to-day is being called up higher.” It is 
the same old story. Any good fellow is bound to go 
up when he “cuts the gang” and follows the good. 
The other night this whole Marine Corps crowd 
were up to hear Billy Sunday, and when I was there 
they were all talking religion. Ask Oley what he 
thinks of getting from darkness into light. (1) 


On the Wing.—Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free (v. 32). “What is truth?” 
asked Pilate one day as Truth stood before him. All 
the centuries since have been asking the same ques- 
tion. The world is hungry to know the truth of 
things. There are great rewards for the man who 
discovers a truth. Newton discovered the truth of 
gravitation and the world writes him among its 
greatest. Edison has discovered a few truths of elec- 
tricity (and some other things), and to great fame 
the world has added great wealth. The telegraph, 
the telephone, the electric light, the railroads, the 
gasoline engine, have put wings upon us. I can sit 
comfortably in our office out here on the Brandywine 
by Valley Forge and Chadd’s Ford, and taking up 
the telephone put myself into the private office and 
get the ear of the man who runs any concern in the 
land. No longer chained fast to this countryside, but 
a day’s business from ocean to ocean, as much as I 
care to pay toll. In a few more years I expect my 
“bird” will stand at the office door, and I will take 
my seat and swift as the swallow flash to the distant 
city and home again in the hour. “I am the truth,” 
says the Master. And it has been Christ who has 
put wings upon us. Name a single great discovery 
from heathendom. Every advance in modern science 
has come from lands where Christ is named and 
religion has flourished (Isa. 26:2). (2) 


In Broad Street Station.— Every one that committeth 
sin is the bondservant of sin (v. 34). “Ask the man,” 
as the automobile advertisers say. No slavery so 
cruel. Human slavery had some let-ups. Sin slavery 
not one. The slave of man is sure of his living, and 
lies down at night after his day of toil and has the 
sleep of refreshment and restoration. But the slave 
of sin counts the hours of the night, passing like 
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weeks, and tosses about until the dawn of another 
evil day. The slave of sin has pong but dark 
spots for this life and eternal darkness for the life 
to come. If the sin is that of drunkenness the slave 
is the most pitiable of men... . I had written to this 
point when my train got into Broad Street Station 
and I had to go to the telephones. An old drunken 
“bum” has just been up to “pan-handle” me as I 
waited for my call. I preached the Gospel to him, 
and gave him a card for lodging and breakfast at 
the Inasmuch Mission. While I was dealing with him 
a lady I knew came up. I took off my hat as I 
talked. Instantly off came the hat of my tipsy friend 
as gracefully as the most polished gentleman. 
afterward found him to be an intelligent and edu- 
cated man. He knew all about telephony and much 
else. He was good natured and smiling in his 
cups, apparently one of those “good fellows,” whose 
very geniality had been a large factor in his un- 
doing. I called the attention of the telephone boys, 
who were much interested in us, to what the devil 
would like to do for them also. What earthly slavery 
to compare with this poor fellow? All gone but the 
thirst. Bound hard and fast in sin (Prov. 21:17; 
Isa. 28:3). (3) 


Born Free:—If therefore the Son shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed (v. 36). I have just 
dead a fruit store in the window of which is this 
sign, “All the goods sold in this 
from the elements.” I wondered what it meant and 
so asked the man. “It means they are free from the 
dust and dirt raised by wind and rain, and all that 
sort o’ thing,” said he. And it has just occurred io 
me that it is just such a guarantee as this that Jesus 

ives his true followers. Two of the elements are 

re and water. When the American Indians were 
introduced to the devil’s masterpiece they most aptly 
called it “fire water.” I was in a saloon one day and 
I_saw a fellow pumping air into a keg. “What’s that 
for?” I asked. “To make her lively,” was the reply. 
So some booze can have the three elements in it. 
Which accounts for the outcome of Coatesville beer 
parties—fiery, lively; wet towels on the head in the 
morning. There is only one place of freedom and 
safety for young folks in these days of multiplied 
fool-traps. That place is with the Master. If caught 
in the trap the only way to freedom is by this same 
Master. No use squirting “gold” in the arm, no use 
making resolutions and signing papers. Ye must be 
born again. Born free (Gal. 5:1). (4) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


ore are guaranteed 


we 
The Illustration. Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 

three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

If coming later they may not be considered at all. Do 
not submit illustrations without first securing a circular 
that explains the acceptance of material, and the year’s 
lesson calendar, which will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 
All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this 
department. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal les- 
son pen used, and two dollars for the best one each 
week, 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, and will stand a better ch of pt- 
ance than illustrations on the Golden Text. 





A Discovery in India.—/f therefore the Son shall 
make you free.(Golden Text), In India burdens are 
carried on men’s heads and on their backs. Resting 
places are provided for them along the roads. For 
this purpose stones are set up. along the hot, dusty, 
and sandy ways, just the right height for a man to 
rest his burden on. There he can stand till, relieved 
and refreshed, he is able to go on his way. A native 
Christian in Travancore once said to an English 
gentleman, “Oh! sahib, Christ is all my hope; Christ 
is my rest-stone.” The words expressed very. beauti- 
fully the man’s sense of the freedom and blessing he 
had in his Saviour. But Christ is even better than 
a “rest-stone,” for he carries our burdens all the way. 
—From Railway Signal, reprinted in The Alliance 
Weekly. Sent by Roy Harris, Toronto, Can. (1) 


Jesus Can Do It.—If therefore the Son shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed (Golden Text). A 
church-member had been out of work for a long 
time, and accepted a position in the meat market 
where he was asked to give two hours’ service on 
Sunday mornings. This caused him to feel con- 
demned, and he lost hope in a salvation from sin. 
He declared to, friends who went after him that the 
Bible was only a theoretical book, he could not fol- 
low its teaching and provide for his family. His 
friends suggested that they appeal to his employer 
to release him Sundays. He said he would laugh 
and sneer at such a proposition. “Well, Jesus can 
set you free; shall we kneel and ask him?” “Yes,” 
was the answer. They asked in faith, believing it 
would come to pass. The following Sunday the man 
was at church, as his service was not needed at the 
market that day. And the next Saturday his em- 
ployer told him he need not come any more on Sun- 
days. With glowing face the man asked his two 
friends how they had brought this around. “Our 








prayers were answered,” they said; “no 
appeal was made to your employer. 
— set you free.” The man gave 
imself anew to God, was called to the 
ministry, and this has been his message 
for twenty-five years: Jesus will set 
you free.—Out of my personal experi- 
ence. Sent by Mrs. John F. Hoagland, 
Trenton, N. J. (2) 


Moonshine.—Again therefore Jesus 
spake unto them, saying, I am the light 
of the world; he that followeth me shall 
not walk in the darkness, but, shall have 
the light of life (v. 12). Some one said 
to a young convert: “It is all moon- 
shine, being converted.” He replied, 
“Thank you for the compliment. The 
moon borrows light from the sun, and 
so I borrow mine from the Sun of 
Righteousness.”—From Short Talks by 
D, L. Moody: Sent by Emma C. Fisk, 
Boonville, N. Y. The prize for this weck 
is awarded to this illustration. 


Cruelty to Animals.—Every one that 
committeth sin is the bondservant of sin 
(v. 34). A horse trader was arrested 
on our streets the other day for exhib- 
iting the beer-drinking capacity of a 
mule which he had trained to drink the 
stuff. The Humane Society prosecuted 
the case, and the man was fined twenty- 
five dollars in the Mayor’s court on the 
ground that giving beer to a mule is 
cruelty to animals. Is a mule better 
than a man? How about whose who, 
for money, will help put fellow-men 
under the awful slavery of appetite? 
Yet we license them to do it—From 
current newspaper. Sent by C. B. Boda, 
Piqua, Ohio. 


Not a Coward.—Ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free 
(v. 32). We are sometimes taunted 
with being afraid of a little alcoholic 
drink. No one had more courage than 
the Duke of Wellington, a man who 
brought more luster on the flag of 
England than any other man who has 
ever lived, and yet he was afraid of 
drink. On one occasion, when he was 
marching his victorious army across the 
Peninsula, he halted the whole army. 
Why? Simply because news had been 
brought to him that an immense store 
of Spanish wine lay directly in his line 
of march, He halted the whole victo- 
rious British army until he had sent on 
his sappers to blow every single barrel 
to pieces. He was not a coward, he was 
not afraid; he saw the danger; he knew 
the. foul, fascinating power of this drug 
upon both mind and body, and he took 
measures against his soldiers’ being ex- 
posed to temptations—From Canon 
Wilberforce in the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


Why He Hated Billy.— Ye seek to kill 





me, because my word hath not free} 
course in you (v. 37). Friends of Billy | 
Sunday, the revivalist, tell a story illus- 
trative of his repartee. Mr. Sunday was | 
on the Trenton train one day when a} 
man near him began to drink out of a} 
bottle. Noisy at first, the man, after | 
three or four drinks, became quite uh- | 
bearable. . The revivalist launched at 
him an eloquent sermon on intemper- 
ance. At the sermon’s end the drinker 
looked at Mr. Sunday steadily and said, 
“I'd like to give you a good punch on 
the nose.” “My friend,” the revivalist 
answered, “charity begins at home. 
Never give away what you need your- 
self."—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


[ DO always the things that are pleas- 
ing to him (v.29). In the modern East, 
among Jews, Christians, and Moslems, 
whatever can be shown to be from God 
and for his glory always commands 
reverent acceptance, and closes all dis- 
cussion. Our Lord’s attitude was in 
sharp contrast to the official pride of the 
rabbinical teachers, and exemplified one 
of their maxims which they conspicu- 





ously disregard in practise. “Sur- 


render your own will to the will of God, 
and He will make other men surrender 
their wills to yours.” 


How sayest thou, Ye shall be made 
free? (v. 33.) This controversy of the 
Jews with Christ exhibits the power of 
self-deception, and the extent to which 
outward form can take the place of in- 
ward reality. It is the kind of resistance 
to light and truth among the Jews 
that Paul sorrowfully described as 
“blindness in part.” As the children of 
Abraham they alone must be the heirs 
of the kingdom promised to him. Inas- 
much as they had a separate language, 
observed their ceremonial customs in re- 
ligion, and wherever possible refused 
to pay the stipulated taxes to their con- 
querors, their tribute to Cesar, they 
must be a free and independent people! 
With Roman authority in Jerusalem, 
and a history of invasions and captivi- 
ties since the time of Pharaoh, they de- 
clared that they had never been in bond- 
age to any man. The spirit of modern 
Judaism is the same, clever, superficial, 
resentful of criticism, and believing that 
an error proclaimed with sufficient bold- 
ness and persistency becomes a truth. 
Thus if there be one thing plainer than 
another in the Bible it is that the dis- 
persion of the a among the Gentile 
nations was to be a punishment for re- 
bellion against God. But to-day in every 
land of their exiled sojourn and toler- 
ation they testify that God has scattered 
them for the benefit* of the Gentiles, so 
that the latter may see a higher life than 
their own! (1) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
oe 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we know that in thee we have ligat 
and freedom. When we look within our- 
selves we find much confusion and the 
signs of bondage. When we look to thee 
thou art lovingly beckoning us into the 
light that thou art, and into the freedom 
thou hast provided through faith. May 
none of us this day be discouraged. May 
none of us doubt thy power. Teach us, 
dear Lord, that it is hopeless to try to find 
light in ourselves and strength to overcome 
temptation. Give wus, we pray thee, the 
freedom that thou dost offer from the 
bondage of sin, and may we quietly let thee 
take care of the whole problem of sin for 
us, in simple trust in thee. We ask this in 
thy conquering name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The other day, a 
man who has been shut alone in a cell 
forty-one years in the prison in Charles- 


town, Massachusetts, was given the 
privileges that the other prisoners have. 
His cell all these years had been 


lighted just from a window in the ceil- 
ing, and so far as possible to do so, he 
was barred from human companion- 
ship; but now he can exercise out in 
the open with the other prisoners, and 
look upon. the face of his fellow-men, 
and up into che sky itself. He has a 


| great deal more life than he used to 


have, but there is one thing that he 
doesn’t have. Can you guess what it is? 
Yes, he does not have his freedom. His 
name is Jesse Pomeroy, a name now fa- 
mous in criminal history, He has tried 
many times to escape. It is said that 
during all these years in his cell he has 
learned to read in seven languages, and 
now at the age of fifty-seven is studying 
Arabic.. But he has no freedom. 


Victory 


THROUGH FAITH 





CHRIST’S 


BECUMES 
Y 











Do you suppose that all of us here 
in this room are free? Do you real- 
ize that in this lesson to-day we have 
been studying the great fact that Jesus 
Christ is not only light for us, but that 
he offers us freedom from the bondage 
of our sin? Many a man can tell of 
what Jesus has done for him in break- 
ing the very desire for an old sin that 
perhaps held him captive for years. 
Jesus isn’t satisfied just to give us more 
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light. He wants to-set us free. He can 
touch you and me to-day with his loving 
hand and break the shackles of the sin 
that holds us. a 

Shall we take the freedom that he 


offers? Would Jesse Pomeroy take 
freedom from the hand of the State? 
Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


w 
* Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“He will not let me fall.” 

“ What a wonderful Saviour.” 

“TI walk with the King.” 

“The fight is on.” & 

“ What a friend we have in Jesus.” 
“Let Jesus come into your heart.” 
“He is able to deliver thee.” 
“Yield not to temptation.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”) 
Psalm 141 : 1-10 (300: 1-4). 
Psalm 19: 7-14 (36: 1-5). 
Psalm 5: 11, 12 (9: 1, 2). 
Psalm 18 : 1-3,°6, 50 (32: 1-4). 
Psalm 142: 1-7 (302: 1-3, 6). 
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For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Tracuitnc.—Jesus can free 
people from sin. 


Introduction, — Last month many 
school-children in the United States 
honored the birthday of President 
Lincoln, because he freéd the slaves. 
Ours is a free country, and we love to 
sing 

“My country! ‘tis of thee, 


Sweet land of liberty. 
Of thee I sing .. .” 


At Christmas time, in every Chris- 
tian land people honored the birthday of 
Jesus Christ, because He came to earth 
to save people, which means to set them 
free from the power of.sin. Jesus did 
this for the woman of Samaria, and for 
the sick man at the pool of Bethesda. 


Illustrations —Have you seen a dog 
chained to his kennel or a post? When 
his master came to set him free how he 
jumped and barked to show his hap- 
piness. 

Would you like to be a bird in a 
cage? Instead of flying fast and far in 
the free air, the caged bird can only flit 
or jump from perch to perch. God 
meant birds to be free to fly. 

The dog and the bird cannot help 
themselves if they are chained or caged. 
Animals like freedom. Nobody likes to 
be a slave or shut up so that he cannot 
be free; and yet there are many thou- 
sands of people who allow. themselves 
to become slaves, by doing harmful 
things over and over until they become 
strong, bad habits. 

There are good~habits too, like eating 
and sleeping regularly, washing faces, 
combing hair, keeping teeth and finger- 
nails clean, playing fair, going to school 
and Sunday-school, and so many other 
things. Habits grow very fast and so 
strong that people often cannot get 
away from them by theriiselves. Jesus 
has power to set people free. 

Tie a fine thread once around the 
hands of a child. He can easily break 
one thread. Try five, then thirty, to 
show that a deed repeated every day 
for a month becomes a habit so strong 
that it is almost impossible to break it. 
It is foolish to form habits from which 
we shall want to break away. 


Application for Temperance Teaching. 
—A baby learned to suck her thumb. 
Her mother let her do it because it kept 
her quiet and seemed to comfort her. 
Before long she couldn’t go to sleep 
without it. She continued this bad 
habit several years, until she was such 
a big girl that she was ashamed of it. 
What a hard time she had to stop it! 
As she grew older she wondered why 
her mouth was not pretty, like the other 
girls’. Two big front teeth stuck out 


so far that she couldn’t shut her lips. 
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When a big girl in her teens she visited 
several dentists to see whether they 
could straighten her ugly teeth. The 
said it was too late. One of them said, 
Put your thumb in your mouth. -It 
fitted exactly under her teeth. Then he 
told her that little by little, day after 
day, when her teeth and-gums were 
growing, she had pushed her teeth so 
hard that they grew slanting instead of 
straight down,. and that spoiled the 
shape of her mouth. There was noth- 


ing to do but to saw off the ugly teeth ~ 


and fit two false teeth. 
That baby was not to blame for her 


bad habit, but it cost her much trouble — 


and money later. 

Sometimes girls and -boys form a 
foolish, ugly habit of chewing gum on 
the street, in the cars, even in company. 
This habit uses up the saliva or fluid 
in the mouth, which God planned to 
moisten the food, so that we may swal- 
low and digest it easily. 

Boys sometimes form the ‘habit of 
swearing because they hear some one 
else. It does no good to themselves nor 
anybody else, and it grieves the 
Heavenly Father when people speak his 
name in swearing. It is hard to stop 
this habit. 

Hundreds ~and thousands of men 
smoke fobacco because they started the 
habit when. boys. Many would like to 
stop, and they don’t want their own 
boys to smoke; but they have become 
slaves to this bad habit, which wastes 
a great deal of money, annoys- other 
people, and spoils God’s fresh, pure air 
for themselves and oe aed near 
them. Little cigarettes and big cigars 
have made men such slaves that they 
say they cannot free themselves. This 
habit does not help the body, but harms 
it so that the heart does not work right. 
There are many tobacco hearts. 

Worse than any of these is the habit 
of drinking wine or strong drink, or 
any kind of alcohol. Railroads and busi- 
ness houses will not hire-men who have 
formed this awful habit. . King Alcohol 
makes terrible slaves. (Develop further 
as seems wise.) 

Let us be thankful that in our land 
and other lands people are working 
hard to drive King Alcohol away for- 
ever. Boys and girls who have not be- 
come his slaves can do muclt to drive 
~ away. The only safe, sure way is 
this: 
ba From drink, with its ruin, and sorrow, and 

Sin, 
I surely am safe if I never begin.” 


Jesus said to the people, Whosoever 
commits sin is the servant (or slave) of 
sin. If therefore the Son (which means 
Jesus) shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed. Ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free. 

Hand-work.—Write what you can do 
to drive King Alcohol away. 

Peoria, ILt. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Miss. Bernice Frederick 


Jesus the Light of the World.—Down 
in the Ozarks of Missouri there is a 
wonderful cave (or rather series of 
caves) that is so difficult to explore that 
not all its chambers have yet been ex- 
amined. One has to have free use of both 
arms and legs to make a safe journey, 
so only the guide tries to carry a light, 
which he can attach to his hat. (1) 

As a party of young folks were taking 
this wonderful trip one girl was 
charmed with the beauty of some stal- 
actites as the guide’s light played upon 


them. The crowd climbed up to the 


opening into the next chamber, but she 
lingered, bewitched, by the sight. Scram- 
bling and laughing they climbed through 
and down into the next chamber—and 
instantly the light was gone and she 
stood in total darkness. She screamed 
and called, but it was useless as the 
whole party were yelling and shrieking 
as they slid down a long incline. A mo- 
ment more and total silence reigned. 
But this was a sensible girl. She 
didn’t put another mistake on top of 
the first. She sat down and kept still, 
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‘LESSON FOR MAR. 18 (John 8 : 12, 28-37, 56-59) 


knowing that they would miss her sooner 
or later and would search for her. And 
while she waited, with no sound to dis- 
turb save distant lapping of unknown 
waters, she began to ponder well her 
life, and soon she spoke aloud as she 
felt His presence, “Lord,. I’ve made a 
mistake. I’ve been putting in my time 
and energies on dances and theaters 


and cards and —— around with fel- 
t 


lows I knew weren't to go with, and 
I haven’t followed your: Light at all. 
Now, I’m not going to make the added 
mistake of keeping this sort of thing 
up any more than I am going to fumble 
around here and try to find my way out 
alone. I’m just going, to stop and wait 
until you give me the light as to what 
you want me to do, and then I'll follow 
that light.” (2) ; 


Not Left Alone.—A woman asserts 
that the most poignant sense of loneli- 
ness that she ever suffered was when 
she was a little girl about six. (3) 

“IT went to the -city one day with 
Mother and a friend, and for the first 
time in my life I whined and begged for 
everything I saw, and also took a turn 
at being impudent. Mother did her best 
to handle me without any public demon- 
stration, but I went home in a very ugly 


* mood. 


“A few days later mother and a friend 
started again to town, and to my ut- 
most amazement I was not included in 
the party. Upon inquiry I was in- 
formed that I couldn’t accompany 
mother any more until I had ‘learned 
how %to act in public places. I gritted 
my teeth atid spunkily turned to my 
play, but that afternoon was slow tor- 
ture for I could not' be with my mother 
because of my own misconduct. Lonely? 
Dolly nor dog, candy nor toy, could 
solace me. Fimally I left all and waited 
at the window until I’saw her coming. 
Then I rushed out, and throwing my 
arms around her I cried, ‘If you just 
won't leave me again I'll never be 
naughty any more!’ Then she lovingly 
replied, ‘Mamma will never leave you if 
you: do: the: things that please her.’” 

Girls; Jesus ‘never leaves: one -who 
has received him as Saviour, even if she 
is disobedient. But she instantly breaks. 
her fellowship with him, loses the con- 
sciousness. of his presence, if she does 
anything she knows is not pleasing to 
him. (4) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read John 14: I-14. 

1. Give a homely illustration of how 
Jesus is the Way, the Truth, the Life. 

2. What lesson has .most impressed 
you this quarter? Why? 

3: Which character aside from Jesus 
was most interesting? Why? 

4. Did any one arouse your righteous 
indignation? Who? Why? 

5. What situation in the lessons did 
you find most interesting? Why? 

6. What act or word of Jesus im- 
pressed you most? Why? 

Kansas City, Mo. 
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Pucker’s ‘“‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


How to Know the Right (v. 29).— 
Teacher found a verse in this lesson that 
helps us in deciding whether a thing is 
right or not. “I do always the things 
that are pleasing to him.”: That was 
Jesus’ rule and it ought to be ours. 
When a friend tries to persuade you 
that something is all right and you don’t 
feel quite easy about it, just ask your- 
self whether doing it will please Jesus 
or displease him, and ten times out of 
nine you'll know right off. (1) 

Modern Slavery (v. 34).—“Any slav- 
ery now?” asked teacher. 

“No, sir,” spoke up Bumps, “Abraham 
Lincoln ended all that.” 

“Did he?” said teacher, looking sur- 
prised. Then he had us read verse 
thirty-four, where it says: “Every one 


that committeth sin is the bondservant 
{or slave] of sin.” 
Teacher and I showed what that 


means by esting & out. I had a cigar- 
ette in my pocket». Teacher gave it to 
me before class on purpose. He did the 
talking for the ee. 

“Come, now, Pucker, take me out,” 
said teacher in a thin little voice that 
might have ¢ome from a cigarette. So 
I took it out. 

“Put me in your mouth,” commanded 
the cigarette, through teacher’s voice. 
So I did. ‘ 

“Now light me and draw the poison 
into your system,” ordered the cigarette. 

+ h, I don’t want to,” I protested. 
“It hurts my heart and my brain and my 
eyesight and shortens my life.” 

“Never mind,” said the cigarette. “I’ve 
got the death grip on you. You do as I 
say. Smoke me.” 

‘No, I’ve quit,” I hollered at him. But 
he only laughed and said, “You can’t 
quit. Smoke me, smoke me,” until at 
last I lit it and made believe to take a 


puff. 

“That’s why it is so hard to quit 
smoking,” explained teacher. “Through 
habit and appetite the drug becomes 
master and the smoker is a slave.” It’s 
the same with liquor, he says, and other 
sins, till you can see the welts of the 
slave-driver’s lash in the faces and eyes 
of the victims. 


True Freedom (v. 36).—He says true 
freedom is found only in turning one’s 
life over to Christ and saying No once 
for all to everything evil. a 

“I don’t see any freedom in signing 
the pledge,” growled Bulldog. “Seems 
like signing away your liberty. Nobody 
shall tell me what I can’t do.” 

“No,” replied teacher, “a pledge not 
to be a slave is really a declaration of 
independence. When we dedicate our 
lives to do Christ’s will it is like the 
slaves giving themselves over to live ac- 
cording to Lincoln’s decree of freedom. 
But Lincoln could liberate only their 
bodies, while Christ frees the soul.” 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 

Read John 14: I-14. 

What was the most manly trait in 
John the Baptist ? 

In what way can a _ boy 
Andrew? (1: 40-42.) 

What mistaken notion did Nathanael 
have? (1: 46.) 

What mistake did Nicodemus make? 
(3: 9.) : 

What can a boy learn from Jesus 
about the way to treat women? (4: 
7-25.) 


imitate 
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What warning did Jesus give the 
cured paralytic? (5: 14.) 

How can a boy make his life count 
for most? (6: 9-13.) 

TerrE Haute, Inp. 





é Children at Home 





A Sleeping-Bag Story 
By Minnie Leona Upton 


NCE there was a little Green Worm. 

His home was in a green tree, and 
he ate green leaves every minute that 
he was awake. Whenever he got too 
sleepy to eat any longer, he went right 
to sleep on the leaf that he happened to 
be eating; and when he awoke, he went 
right to eating his bedclothes, or mat- 
tress, or hammock, or whatever you 
choose to call it. So he grew plumper 
and greener all the time—eating and 
sleeping, and sleeping and eating. 

But one day he grew sleepier than 
ever before, and the first thing he knew 
he was making a nice little silken sleep- 
ing-bag for himself, spinning and spin- 
ning, as nicely as if he had taken spin- 
ning lessons all his life! 

He spun so fast and so well that soon 
his sleeping-bag was finished. It clung 
safely to a twig. Then he stretched 
himself and went to sleep, snug as a 
bug in a rug. 

It was well that he had made himself 
such a nice warm covering, for soon 
afterward it grew cold; oh, so cold! 
The wind blew, and the snow fell! deep. 
If the little Green Worm had not made 
that sleeping-bag, he would surely have 
had a very hard time. But, being so 
warm, he slept very soundly; and, sleep- 
ing so soundly, he never knew one thing 
about the snow or. the wind or the bitter 
cold, as he rocked to and fro, safe and 
warm. 

Finally the snow melted, the trees be- 
gan to grow green, and the merry sun- 
shine crept right inside the little 
Green Worm’s sleeping-bag, to tell him 
that spring had come. é 

Then he awoke. He stretched. He 
yawned, 

“I must get up.. I’m hungry,” he said 
to himself. So he tried to get up, just 
as he used to do. But he found that he 
was fastened tightly in his sleeping-bag! 

“Dear me!” he said to himself. “This 
was a very nice thing to stay inside of, 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 








No man is ever free till 
he wears this chain! 
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but not so nice to get out of! But I 
must it!” 

Then how he stretched and pushed! 
Oh, how hard he did try! Sometimes 
he was almost discouraged; and often 
he had to stop and rest. But he kept 
on bravely. It made his heart go 
thumpety-thump, and his breath come 
very hard. But he kept on. 

“This time, I’ll do it!” he said to him- 
self at last. “Now—here goes! Ah, 
it’s opening, it’s opening!” 

Sure enough, with that last push and 
twist he could see bright sunlight 
through the rent he had made. 

“One more try!” he said, “and I’m 
out |” 

7 he made one more try, and he was 
out 

How glad he was! 

“But what are these things sticking 
to me?” he cried. “I didn’t have those 
before I took that long nap!” 

He looked over his shoulder rather 
ony. Then he laughed. 

y; 


they’re wings!” he cried. 


“Wings! I’m a butterfly—a butterfly, a 
lovely yellow butterfly! I can fly! I 
can yi Oh, oh, oh!’ 


Then he spread his wings Carefully, 
a little at a time, so as not to tear them, 
though it was hard to be patient, and do 
it slowly enough. But presently they 
were all ready. And then away he went 
through the sunny air, to the waiting 
flowers ! 

“Oh, how glad I am,” he whispered to 
himself, “that I did not get discour- 
aged and give up trying to get out!” 

Boston. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HAVE received quite a number of 

letters from our readers telling me of 
their methods for conducting Family 
Worship, and whenever a method has 
reached me which has not been men- 
tioned before in this “column it is at 
once inserted. The majority, however, 
cover the same ground we have already 
traveled. I greatly appreciate all 
efforts to make the Fatnily Worship 
column increasingly useful, and want’ 
still further to enlist support. Our 
readers are all more or less interested 
in foreign missions, and are constantly 
reading books on missions. I shall -be 
glad to have instances of Family Wor- 
ship which they may have come across 
in their reading. As an illustration of 
what I mean I have culled the following 
from “Mary Slessor of Calabar” (Geo. 
H. Doran Company, New York, $1.50 
net), a book which promises to be a 
missionary classic: A visitor to Oko- 
yong says, “There was always one scene 
in the strange household which touched 
me with a feeling of pathos and rever- 
ence—family worship in the evening. The 


‘light from the small lamp illumined the 


interior. Miss Slessor sat on the mud 
floor with her back resting against 
the wall. Squatting before her in a haif 
circle were the girls and the boys of 
the house. Behind these-were ranged 
a number of baskets filled with twin 
babies. ‘Ma’ spoke and prayed very 
simply and naturally. Then a hymn of 
her own composition was sung in Efik 
to the tune of ‘Rothesay Bay,’ she ac- 
companying it with a tambourine.” 

It seems all so crude and primitive, 
and yet what a blessed recognition of 
~~. Master in that far-away heathen 
and, 


March 12 to 18 
Mon.--John 7: 25-36. Came from God. 


To know Christ only “after the flesh” 
is to be ignorant of Lis real person. No 
one knows Christ who. fails to recog- 
nize his divine origin and mission. “He 
sent me,’ “I am from him,” should re- 
move all doubt as to the origin and 
essence of our blessed Lord. 

PrayER SuGGESTIONS: This is Tem- 
perance week in our Sunday-schools. 
Pray for all great movements in oper- 
ation against the drink curse, and that 
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You Care for Your| 


Home— 


Do You Care for 
Yourself ? 


F I should ask any home-owner if he 
would permit a drain in his house to 
be clogged up for twenty-four hours, 

the answer would be perfectly obvious 
—a most decided ‘‘ No !"— 

Because he knows that the health of 
himself and his entire family would be 
jeopardized ja) even the air that such a 
condition would cause them to breathe— 

That such a condition in the human 
system should also be given ee A and 
serious attention is proved by the fact 
that the vast majority of human ills 
would not trouble us if Auto-Intoxica- 
tion were not present; any physician 
will tell you this. Accumulated, waste 
is the most fruitful cause of Auto-!ntoxi- 
cation. And you probably know that 
the very first treatment given by a phy- 
sician when you are ill is for the purpose 
of removing that waste. 

Everyone is very guarded about pro- 
claiming a cure nowadays—we are living 
in the dawn of the day of prevention. 

Nearly half a million Americans are 
now preventing Auto-Intoxication b 
the occasional use of the Internal Bat 
on which Charles A. Tyrrell, M.D., of 
134 West 65th Street, New York, has 
specialized for twenty-five years. The 
result of his practical experience and 
investigations is summed up in a little 
book called ‘**‘'he What, The Why, The 
Way of Internal Bathing.” ‘This he 
will send to you free of cost if you will 
write him, mentioning having read this 
in ‘'he Sunday School Times. 

It is remarkable how enthusiastic so 
many people can be about their feelings 
the morning after a properly adminis- 
tered Internal Bath—but whether you 
consider using this nature treatment or 
not, it would probably be worth while to 
write for the book. It is certain that you 
will learn useful facts about yourself that 
you have never before known.—Advé. 


Ask the 
Children Themselves 
How They Would Like It 


—how they think they would like a 
book that would let them into some 
of the secrets of everyday so-called 
common things of which we usually 
know very little. 

Ask them to-day to glance over these 
chapter titles of Charles MclIlvaine’s 


Outdoors, Indoors 
and Up the Chimney | 


and if you see their eyes brighten, 
and the look of interest, send for 
the book ! 


If I Came From the Moon. 
Why the Stove Smokes. 
What Dust Does for Us. 

Our Friends the Toadstools. 
Only a Lump of Coal. 

Our Indoor Neighbors, Mice. 
Only an Egg. 

On the Seashore. 

Under Creek Waters. 

Scares That Are Useless. 
The Beginning of Plants. 
Plants That Poison. 

A Study of Flies. 

Fireflies. 

The Busiest of Insects. 

Tack Frost 

Yn the Dark. 

Our Underground Neighbors. 


This very delightful book has been 
discovered by conductors of school 
reading courses, and has been 
widely used by those who want the 
children to have something readable 
and worth remembering. 

But try the idea on the child you 
know best. The money investment 
is not large—75 cents. 


THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 
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For Family Worship 


(Continued from preceding page) 


a nation-wide sentiment against the sa- 

loon and its attendant evils may be 

created. Give praise for the advance 

which prohibition is making. 

Tues.—John 7: 37-52. Speaking With Au- 
thority. 

There is no realm over which the 
gentle voice of Christ does not reign 
supreme. The realm of reason, the em- 
pire of the conscience, the kingdom of 
nature, the reign of devils, and the 
domain of the dead alike hear his voice 


and recognize his supremacy. “He 
spake and it was done.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for: all 
who are slaves to strong drink. For 


those whose power of resistance to its 
temptation has been destroyed. For 
those who by its use have lost all-nat- 
ural affection, and whose manhood and 
w manhood are being daily dishonored. 
For those who desire deliverance, that 
they may be led to Christ who alone can 
break drink’s power. 


Wed.—John 8: 12-20. The Light of the World. 


Our Lord laid hold on the historic 
column of cloud and smoke which 
guided the Israelites through the wil- 
derness and likened it to himself. He 
is ‘the Light, “the one peerless orb. in 
the moral firmament over-arching hu- 
manity.” Following him we have illu- 
mination, guidance, and protection. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray God to 
have mercy upon the nations and gov- 
ernments whose revenue is increased by 
exports of-intoxicating liquor to foreign 
and heathen countries. Almost every 
vessel taking out missionaries carries 
enormous quantities of strong drink, 
thus greatly increasing the difficulties of 
mission work. 


Thurs.—John 8 : 21-30. Jesus Saves from Sin. 


We must choose to be saved from our 
sin or to die in it. If we “believe not,” 
God himself cannot avert the calamity 
that shall come over the soul. . Char- 
acter becomes stereotyped at death. Let 
us trust him now and we shall be for- 
ever his. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for God’s 
work in Calabar, and that part of the 
Colony -and Protectorate of Nigeria the 
spiritual interests of which come under 





the care of the Calabar Mission of the 
United Free Church of Scotland. The 
entire Protectorate of three hundred and 
thirty thousand squaré miles, having a 
population of 16,258,000, is full of prom- 
1S2. 


Fri—John 8: 31-44. Children of Abraham. 


There is a natural and there is a 
spiritual posterity. All Israelite’ and 
Ishmaelites were Abraham’s seed ac- 
cording to the flesh, but only those who 
have obtained “like precious faith” with 
Abraham are his true children. It is 
not’ eternal connection but inner char- 
acter which counts. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
homes of drunkards, where there are 
broken-hearted mothers and _ ill-used 
children. For the saloon-keepers and 
bar attendants, for brewers and distill- 
ers.. They all need Christ's salvation, 
and he has grace sufficient for them. 


Sat.—John 8: 41-50. Test of Sonship. 


Lying, uncleanness, and hatred are 
the works of the devil and plainly they 
who commit 65 things are not the 
children of God. Sonship expresses it- 
self in a humble, trustful, and obedient 
walk, as well as in a prompt submission 
to the word of our Master. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
young men who are serving terms of 
imprisonment for deeds committed while 
under the influence of strong drink. 
Pray that prison experiences may have 
a chastening effect on them and may 
wed them to abandon forever the drink 
abit. 


Sun.—John 8: 51-59. Eternal Sonship. 


Christ as a Son abideth forever. 
Abraham began to be. Christ always 
was—the great “I am,” the Self-Exist- 
ent, Eternal One. What dignity and 
glory gather around the Person whom 
we must love and adore and who im- 
parts to us, his own people, his own 
eternal life. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray earnestly 
to be kept from the power ‘of strong 
drink. If you have signed the pledge 
pray for grace to keep it. Remember 
all such pledges avail nothing without 
the power of Christ in the life. He 
alone can sustain you in all good reso- 
lutions. 


New York City. 








f Did You Know These Temperance Facts? | 
l Compiled by Cora Frances Stoddar 


Executive Secretary of the Scien- 
tific ' Temperance Federation 





| Britain’s 


Petition for Prohibition.— 
Over 1,000 of the most distinguished 
men and women of Great Britain have 
signed a petition for prohibition of the 
liquor traffic during the period of the 
war for the sake of bringing the na- 
tion to its full fighting strength and for 
the conserving of infant and child life, 
to which alcohol is a chief enemy. The 
main arguments urged against the 
liquor traffic were the following: It 
hinders the army and hampers the navy 
by reducing efficiency in munitions- 
making and in ship-building and re- 
pairs. It absorbs mercantile marine 
needed for other purposes. It destroys 
food supplies. In twenty months it 
used up enough sugar to have lasted 
the entire nation eighty days. It 
wastes financial strength, diverts eco- 
nomic strength, and shatters moral 
strength. 


Russian Bank Deposits Increased 
from thirty-eight millions of roubles in 
1913 and thirty-nine millions in 1914 to 
three hundred and eighty-six millions 
in 1915, and nine hundred and eighty- 
six millions in 1916. The London 
Chronicle says it is no wonder that the 
Russian Minister of Finance “loves 
writing budgets” when he can say that 
“the shortage of liquor revenue is grad- 
ually being made good by increase in 
other revenue,” and that “the favorable 
effects of temperance, greater working 
capacity, increased savings atid the de- 








crease in crime are a guarantee that the 
heavy loss to the treasury will soon be 
made good.” 


Errors in Typewriting more than 
doubled after taking as much alcohol 
as there is in about three-quarters of a 
pint of ten percent wine, in the experi- 
ments of Dr. Walter Frankfurther in 
the Kraepelin laboratory. When pre- 
liminary tests and chief tests were 
compared, Dr. Frankfurther found that 
the increase of errors in the chief tests 
was seventeen times as great on the 
alcohol days as on the non-alcohol 
days.—From a full account of the ex- 
periment in the Scientific Temperance 
Journal; September, 1916. 


Soldiers’ Shooting Impaired.—The 
same amount of alcohol as that which 
increased the errors in typewriting 
(that contained in three-fourths of a 
pint of ten percent wine) impaired 
skill in marksmanship, in experiments 
conducted by Professor Kraepelin in 
the Bavarian Army in 1908, which he 
has lately reported. | Twenty-seven 
thousand shots were fired by skilled 
marksmen at a distance of about 220 
yards. The men showed individual dif- 
ferences in the effects of alcohol upon 
their shooting, but the average impair- 
ment of precision twenty-five to thirty 
minutes after taking the alcohol in the 
morning was 3.1 percent. In some 
cases the ability to shoot well was 
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lessened as much as ten or twelve per- 
cent. As in most experiments with 


alcohol, the ability to judge whether 


one was doing better or poorer._work 
was impaired by the alcohol. 

The test had a practical value not 
only as regards marksmanship, but as 
it affected the precision and accuracy 
that are involved in many occupations. 

Eleven Hours After Drinking.— 
Needle-threading, like target-shooting 
and many other kinds of fine work, re- 
quires nice working together of various 
nerves and muscles. An experimenter 
at the University of Helsingfors, Fin- 
land (Uno-Totterman), has found that 
the daily use of as much alcohol as that 
contained in a pint of wine caused 
in a very few days after beginning 
the use of alcohol a decrease in the 
number of needles that could be 
threaded in a given period of time, 
although the alcohol was taken eleven 
hours before the work was done. When 


no alcohol was taken, the number of - 


needles_threaded showed a strong in- 
crease from day to day. The experi- 
ments illustrate the possible influence 
of the daily use of even so-called mod- 
erate amounts of alcohol on work re- 
quiring deftnesS and precision, even 
when the alcohol was taken the night 
before the work was done. 


A Doctor’s Declaration.—“No ad- 
vance in the control ef preventable dis- 
ease of bacterial or infectious origin: in 
the future could accomplish such re- 
duction of the morbidity and mortality 
of the community as would undoubtedly 
follow the elimination of alcohol as a 
beverage.” — Haven Emerson, M.D., 
Health Commissioner of -New York 
City. 

Do Great Cities Like Prohibition ?-- 
Denver in 1914 voted wet by 8,500 ma- 
jority. In 1916, after a trial of prohi- 
bition, it voted dry by 11,000 majority. 
Washington cities, Spokane, Tacoma, 
and Seattle, all of which voted wet 
when state prohibition was adopted, 
voted dry by large majorities after ten 
months’ trial of prohibition. 

The Denver News, in a special edi- 
tion at the beginning of the year, stated 
that prohibition closed 1,615 saloons and 
17 breweries in Denver. Arrests for 
drunkenness fell from 3,219 in 1915 to 
1,549-in 1916; for vagrancy from 3,713 
to 1,148; for gambling from 515 to 252, 
The average yearly number of all 
arrests for six years preceding prohi- 
bition was 13,922; in 1916 the number 
was 9,985. Over 20,000 new savings ac- 
counts were opened. There was an in- 
crease of 26 percent in savings: deposits 
in the first nine months of 1916 as com- 
pared with the same period of 1015. 
The city postoffice department reached 
financial highwater mark with an in- 
crease of '$1-288,000 in business over 
that of 1915. Manufactures, mines, and 
coal mines exceeded the output of 19015 
by $44,000,000. 

The Mayor of Seattle says that every 
former saloon location in that city is 
now occupied by some legitimate busi- 
ness, that prohibition has reduced petty 
crime by at least 50 percent, has im- 
proved the moral tone of the city, and 
has contributed to the reduction of an 
already low death-rate. 


As for Guinea Pigs!—Experiments 
by Dr. Charles R. Stockard, of Cornell 
University Medical Schools, testing the 
effects of alcohol upon heredity in 
guinea pigs, have shown a large per- 
centage of degenerate offspring in the 
grandchildren of animals to which 
alcohol had been administered, although 
the grandparent-animals didnot thent- 
selves show any ill effects from the 
alcohol. 

There was a larger proportion of 
degenerate, paralytic, and grossly de- 
formed individuals descended . from 
alcoholized fathers than from the alco- 
holized mothers among the animals. 
Dr. Stockard concludes that as far as 


the guinéa pig’ is concerned the ex-_ 


periments show that a-change produced 
in the life cells of one generation by 
alcohol manifests itself through several 
succeeding generations. Only a few of 
the third generation. animals survived. 
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LESSON FOR MAR. 18 (John 8 : 12, 28-37, 56-59) 


WHAT CAUSES COLDS? 


This question and “How to Prevent 
Colds” is asked a thousand ‘times 
every day. A cold is really a fever, 


not always caused by the weather but 
due to a disord condition of the 


‘blood or lack of important food- 


elements. In changing seasons fat- 
foods are essential because they dis: 
tribute heat by enriching the blood 
and so render the body better able 
to withstand the varying elements. 

_ This is the underlying reason why 
the medicinal fats in Scott’s Emulsion 
quickly overcome colds and build 
strength to prevent more serious sick- 
ness. It contains nature’s medicinal] 
fats, so skillfully prepared that the 
blood profits from every drop, and it is 
free from harmful drugs or alcohol. 

14-57 Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 
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and these were generally weak and lack- 
ing in normal vigor. 


The Rumble of the Water-Wagon.— 
The November elections added four 
states to the previous nineteen that had 
voted out the saloons. The legislatures 
of Florida and Utah are expected to 
pass prohibitory measures this year. 
Ohio will have another campaign in 
1917 for state prohibition. The Wyom- 
ing legislature has voted to submit the 
question to popular vote at the election 
of 1918. The United States Supreme 
Court by a decision January 8 upheld 
the Webb-Kenyon law which will en- 
able prohibition states to control inter- 
state shipments of liquor made in viola- 
tioh of their own laws. It also sus- 
tained West Virginia’s law prohibiting 
citizens from receiving liquor by inter- 
state commerce for personal use. These 
decisions make it possible for the states 


. to destroy every vestige of the liquor 


traffic if they choose. 


Is Liquor Consumption Going Up or 
Down? — Liquor papers claim that 
liquor consumption shows a steady in- 
crease in spite of prohibition, and to 
prove it quote statistics’ of the two 
years 1900 and 1915. The figures for 
1915 are higher than those of 1900. But 
when the period is divided at the point 
where the new prohibitory legislation 
began, 1907, it appears that the per 
capita consumption of liquors between 
1900 and 10907 increased 5.03 gallons, or 
28 percent; between 1907 and 1915 it 
decreased 2.99 gallons, or 13 percent. 
Even before the present war, which in- 
troduced some new factors, the per 
capita consumption had been practically 
at a standstill beginning with 1907, with 
a slight increase in 1914. 


Useful Breweries.—One of the argu- 
ments often urged against prohibition 
is that it destroys business. Many 
brewery owners in prohibition States 
are turning their plants and business 
energies to other productive purposes. 
Thus, breweries are being used for 
meat-packing, for the manufacture of 
fruit by-products, loganberry juice, 
candy, malted milk and other milk prod- 
ucts, artificial ice, yeast, chemicals and 
soap, paints, oils and varnish. 
Blackboard Talking Points 

Last to be hired, first to be fired— 
the man who drinks. 

Eighty-three steel companies do not 
.promote drinkers. 

If yous must use alcohol, burn it in 
a chafing-dish— Samuel G. Dixon, M.D., 
Pennsylvania Health Commissioner. 

Alcohol is a dangerous substance, 
which people ought to let absolutely 
alone.—Montreal Medical Manifesta. 

Safety first! Alcohol makes a man 
slower to see and to avoid danger. 

Which do you choose? 

Boys or booze? 

Steady moderate drinking gets a ball- 


player in the end just as sure as booz- 
ing.—Connie Mack. 








[ Books Worth Noting 
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Stories Told by an Eng- 
By Harold P. Barker).— 
It is probable that most Americans have 
never heard these remarkable stories, 
which are briefly and effectively told by 
“an Englishman” who hae done his se- 
lecting well. What Whitefield wrote on 
a pane of glass, how Roosevelt got food 
for his sick Rough Riders, what the 
Supreme Court decided about the mur- 
derer who refused a pardon, are among 
the score or more stories. Each story 
is made the occasion of a brief evan- 
gelistic message of real power, illus- 
trating different truths, in a way 
that should prove illuminating to the 
unsaved. And ministers will be de- 
lighted to find such a gold mine for 
sermonic illustration. (Loizeaux Broth- 
ers, 1 East Thirteenth Street, New 
York City, 15 cents.) 


Chart of Old and New Testaments 
(By D. Webster Wylie).—These two 
charts, enclosed in a_ cloth-covered 
folder, are intended to display to the 
eye God’s progressive revelation, first 
placing the Old Testament history, 
poetry, and prophecy in their chrono- 
logical order, and then giving in the 
New Testament chart an outline of our 
Lord’s life, a harmony of the Gospels, 
and a summary of the history in Acts, 
together with the time, place, and cir- 
cumstances of the writing of each book. 
On the reverse side of the charts will 
be found maps illustrative of various 
periods of the history. As a help to the 
mastery of the outstanding facts of the 
Bible, these charts can be warmly rec- 
ommended. They are clear, concise, and 
accurate, and both for adults and young 
people they ought to be of real service 
in the intelligent and thorough study of 
the Word of God. (The Wylie Pub- 
lishing Company, Publication Building, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 50 cents.) 


The Portraiture of Jesus in the Gos- 
pels (By Albert L. Vail).—Ever since 
the days of Irenaeus, in the second cen- 
tury, the question “Why Four Gospetse” 
has been raised and answered in various 
ways. And the problem has been ren- 
dered at once more interesting and more 
dificult by the obvious and confessed 
failure of all attempts to “harmonize” 
the Gospels and to blend all four ac- 
counts into one satisfying story. The 
truest and best way of looking at the 
Gospels is undoubtedly to see in them 
four portraits of the one Christ, and to 
realize that @ach Evangelist had his own 


specific purpose, while utilizing material | 


that was largely common. Amorig re- 
cent attempts to depict the four presen- 
tations of the one Lord, Mr. Vail’s will 
take a definite and -useful place. His 
treatment is thoughtful, intellectually 
satisfying, and supported by much thor- 
ough testimony. This is decidedly a 
book to be used in the study of the Gos- 
pels, and will yield good results to the 
careful reader. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York City, 75 cents net.) 


The Evangel of the Strait Gate (by 
W. M. Clow, D.D.).—Readers of The 
Sunday School Times are familiar with 
the high quality of Dr. Clow’s work, 
and they will find in these ségmons all 
his usual characteristics of freshness, 
suggestiveness, spirituality, and practical 
force. They represent addresses. based 
on three welcome affirmations: first, 
that the living God has been revealed in 
Christ; second, that there is an eternal 
life to be lived in time, in the presence 
of God, and by the power of His Spirit; 
third, that this eternal life is entered 
into through an experience in which the 
whole of our nature is enlightened, re- 
newed, and surrendered to Christ. All 
the teaching illustrates and expresses 
these blessed realities. To preachers in 
particular this volume will be most wel- 
come for its virile presentation of the 
old, old story and for its helpful and 
often novel illumination of some of the 
most ordinary passages of Scripture. It 
is impossible to avoid thanking God for 
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| such splendid sermons as a guide to 


those who have to “do the work of an 
evangelist.” (George H. Doran. Com- 
pany, New York City, $1.35 net). 





Two Review Plans 
that Worked 








The 5 Most Puzzling Questions 


O*% THE Sunday preceding Review 
the announcement is made. that on 
the following Sunday, immediately after 
the opening and taking of the offering 
are concluded, all of the intermediate 
and adult departments will come to- 
gether as a whole. The request is also 
made that every class come prepared to 
ask five questions on the quarter’s les- 
sons, selecting as far as possible the 
most puzzling questions to that class. 
On Review Sunday either the su- 
perintendent or pastor conducts the re- 
view, and as the classes ask the ques- 
tions he puts them to the school as a 
whole to answer. In the event of any 
answer not being satisfactory, he makes 
the required explanation. 

This brings out many points that were 
not clear in the minds of a number; 
and it creates a great deal of interest.— 
Rev. George W. Toms, Jr., Shickshinny, 
Penna. we 


A Card Name Game 


N THE Sunday before Review I 
give out to the class a list of all 
the names of persons, towns, countries, 
nations, etc., that we have had during 
the quarter, and tell them to be able 
to tell something about each one, for 
next ‘Sunday’s lesson. Most of the 
children know something about them 
already, but some name is always over- 
looked in the lessons or has_been for- 
gotten, so it is a good way for’ them 
to study it over again. 

For the Review I write the names 
(which were given to the children) on 
small cards; one to each card. Then 
the cards are divided equally among the 
members of the class. The = cards 





* 135 


should be kept by the children in the 
order that they get them, so that the 
upper one is taken first, and so on. 
The first student is now asked to 
tell what he can about his card. If he 
is able to answer he keeps his card, if 
not he passes it to the one on his right, 
and so on. If no one can answer it 
the teacher gets it and tells something © 
about it. 
The one that is able to answer the 
most cards is the winner. Every one 
is eager to keep his own cards, and 
if possible get some more. As a rule 
it is difficult to get over all the cards, 
but it is very interesting. 
~ A prize might be given to the winner 
of the contest, but I have not done this 
yet.— Arthur Lindquist, Hildreth, Neb. 
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80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-802 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: 

$1 00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 

package to one address, $1 each,per year. 

$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.50 

each, per copy. One copy, five years, $6. 


: One free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


The Sunday School Times 
1031 Wal:ut Street, 








Co., Publish 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





to others. 








close of the year. 


Those who keep a complete file of the paper will have con- 
stantly at hand a wealth of exceptional Bible study and 
method teaching helps which will increase in value from 


year to year. 


complete directions for use. 








What Do You Do With 
Your Times When Read? 


Some, after reading their Sunday School Times, 
Some cut it up for filing clippings. 
each copy and bind the complete file with the index at the 


The Sunday School Times binder which is shown with this | 
announcement was made in response to a demand from our 

readers for a practical, inexpensive, and easil 
method of filing the paper from week to wéek. 
holds the papers for one year, with index, and is supplied with 
The binders come in two styles, 
flexible cardboard at 90 cents each, postpaid. 
cloth binders are $1.25 each postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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GENERAL ACOUSTIC CO. 
1362 Candler Building, New York 


Learn Music 
AT HOME! 


Method—Learn To 
7 vias 8 Note — Piano, 


Aes Guitar, P: 


inet, eo inbobe, 
Special 























MADE TO ORDER, ANY STYLE OR MATERIAL 

A. Special offer, either style\pin here tttus- 

iM) trated, with an equal substitution of letters 

9 and numerals with one or two colors of best 
> $1.50 per do: yy A BO 

- 1.50 per dozen; 

Boo pen oem Soren, Sethe a bond 8 $1.50 ca., 80.2479 

16, per dozen, lor catatog. ree Gpon request, 
TIAN BROS. CO, 56 BASTIAN BLOG, , ROCHESTER, N.Y. 








Individual Communion Cups 


II ep Neiseliess and Sanitary 


of churches using our tor of and FREE 


Ut toa eS EL... sent upon req 
SANITARY OUTFIT Ce. 


1th ST., ROCHESTER, wu, 








Pews, Pulpits, Chairs, Alters, Book 
ve Desks EVERY THING. 
Direct from our 


Dept. 6O. 











CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co.,Ltd. 


23 Park Place, Nerthville, Mich, 





WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS pe homes and churches sent on 


val. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 


Chicago 


gan. | Williams Piano &OrganCo.,Dept. 





Mone. - MAKING, THE REW PROFESSION.” 
lustrated ee nee rae s Pats: 
Damestic Science courses. 

ing and well-psid positions. 


is a 100-pp. il- 
Home study 
For home- -making, teach- 
AMERICAN SCHOOL oF 
Home Economics, soz W. 69th St... Cuicaco, Ihr. 
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CANDY 
5c 


Stop “throat tickle,” clear the 
head, sweeten the breath. 


WM. H. LUDEN 


When answerin adverti 1 


READING, PA. 
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The -Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, March 18 
The Curse of cnn (John 18: 
5-27 


Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—The root of cowardice (Isa. 51: 


12, 13) 
Tues.—Giants 





‘in the path (Num. 13: 


26-33). 
a apostles’ 26: 
S, 56, 69-75). 
Thurs.—Saiet first (2 Sam. 15: 13-23). 
Fri—A cure for cowardice (Luke 12: 
1-9). 
Sat.—Fearing man, we defy God (Prov. 
29; 25). 


shame (Matt. 











Where does our danger of cowardice lie? 
Why do men despise a coward? 
How can we grow morally brave? 


OWARDICE does not consist in be- 

ing afraid: It consists in yielding to 
our tears. The bravest men are often 
the most fearful. Dr. Trumbull used to 
tell of a group of men going into one of 
the battles of the Civil War. One of 
them was a young officer to whom this 
was his first great engagement. He was 
very pale and trembling, but he went 
straight ahead. A fellow-officer spoke 
rather sneeringly to him. “You seem to 
be badly frightened,” he said. “Yes, I 
am,” replied the young man. “If_you 
were half as frightened as I am you 
would have run long ago.” Which was 
true. The most frightened man was the 
bravest of them all, He trampled on his 
fears and charged. 


we 

Cowardice consists in surrender to 
fear. From some. fears we can never 
get free. 

re -is-the fear 

us in doing personal work for souls, in 
trying to lead men to Christ. Dr. Trum- 
bull has told us what his experience was: 
“From nearly half a century of such 
peoctios, as I have had opportunity da 
y day, I can say that Ihave spoken wit 
thousands upon thousands on the sub- 
ject of their spiritual welfare. Yet, so 
far from my becoming accustomed to 
this matter, so that I can take hold of 
it as a matter of course, I find it as 
difficult to speak about it at the end of 
these years as at the beginning. Never 
to the present day can I speak to a 
single soul for Christ without being re- 
minded by Satan that I am in danger 
of harming the cause by introducing it 
just now. If there is one thing that 
Satan is sensitive about, it is the dan- 
ger of a Christian’s harming the cause 
he loves by speaking of Christ to a needy 
soul. He has more than once, or twice, 
or thrice, kept me from speaking on the 
subject by his sensitive pious caution, 
and he has tried a thousand times to do 
so. Therefore my experience leads me 
to suppose that he is urging other per- 
sons to try any method for souls except 
the best one.’ we 


There are only two things to do with 
fear. One is to try to outgrow it, the 
other is to conquer it. Many fears. we 
can outgrow. By practise, by faithful- 
ness, by loyalty, by self-forgetfulness we 
can gradually escape from some fears 
so that they no longer assail us. Often 
young Christians are ashamed: or afraid 
to be known as Christians or to declare 
openly their Christian discipleship. Hed- 
ley Vicars was a soldier, and when he 
became a Christian he felt timid at first. 
But he resolved at once to fly his col- 
ors. That next morning he bought a 
large Bible and laid it openly on his 
table. “If was ‘to speak for me,” he 
said, “before I was strong enough to 
speak for myself.” It spoke with effect, 
and many of his old companiens made 
spert of his religion or cut him for it. 
He stood by his guns, but not without 
trembling. “Would that I felt as little 





fear of being called a Christian,” he 
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They will cling to us always. 
q 


said, “as I used to feel in being enlisted 
against Christianity.” Yet trembling 
was not retreating, and he went strai 
on with his duties alike as a Christian 
and as a soldier. “Enable me, Lord 
Jesus,” he prayed, “to oor my colonel 
and yet to please Thee 
b 
We make our way much more diffi- 
cult when we do not speak out cour- 
ageously at the beginning. When a boy 
goes away to college or comes to a new 
city to enter business the wise thing for 
him to do is to take his stand clearly 
and openly at once. It will save him 
from embarrassment. If he conceals 


| and compromises he will soon find him- 


self in a position where he must conceal 
and compromise more. Let him from 
the beginning- ally himself with the 
Church and stand as a Christian, and 
he will be spared temptations and mis- 
understandings which will make. trouble 
for him and increase the risk of cow- 
ardice. - 


If. we are on the. side of lies we may 
well be afraid, but if we are speaking 
and living the truth, .what is there 
fear? As Chinese Gordon said: “If you 
tell the truth you have infinite power 
supporting you, but if not you have in- 
finite power against you. The children 
of kings. should bé above all deceit, for 
they have a mighty and a jealous Pro- 
tector.” ve 


Be not airaid of them that kill the 
body, and after that have no more that 
they can do. 

No one can hurt our souls unless we 
conspire with them. . 

The citadel of a man’s life can never 
be stormed.’ It has nothing to fear ex* 
cept treachery Within. 

New ‘York Crry. 























Each Service is complete in itself and contains 
sixteen pages of choice Carols. 
of Post Cards, Booklets, 
Novelties, Cards—sent Free upon request. 


MacCalla & Co. Inc.,2/329 


249 Dock St. 
9»Philadelphia 





















NEW EASTER SERVICES 


SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 


BENTLEY D. ACKLEY 
1020 Arch Street, - ~- Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Rodeheaver’s ) 
Sunday School Songs 


IT HAD TO COME; IT IS HERE 


The demand that the publishers of the be 


1 songbooks on the market 
| mage ~< designed especially for the 


Sunday school yieachad sack propor- 
tions that 
became a necessity, and then a 

reali 

We-would rather have you examine the 
book than to_use this entire page in de- 
scription, so if you will just write and say 
that you will either return the a in 
good condition or remit the single cop 
price of 35 cents within15 days, the boo 
will be in your hands just as quickly as 
Uncle Sam can get it to you. 


The finest Sunday school book in existen 
for $25 the hundred Gs 


FOR EASTER _ 


Rodeheaver’s : 
for Easter are brim ee of Scad Sea songs, 
aeaae eel etc. Owing to the high cost of 

per we can give no free samples, but 
fas Pnsigt of gn stamps will send you 
regular copies of three different services 
from which to choose, 


The Rodeheaver company 
Commercial Bldg. 


sony Monon Bldg. 617 
Chicago 


Bassas 
HALL- MACK CO 
MUSIC 

















To Pastors, Superintendents, or Committees. 
6 New Services, Complete, for 10 cts. in stamps. 








Returnable copies of Song Stories, Solos, etc., 
upon request. 


BASTER HELPER 3. Double Size—Lilustrated 
Scents. Book Recitations, Exercises, etc.. 


BS new Sunday School Book, JUBILATE, ready 
sine tentials i. Ask for advance sample. 


18-1920 Pa. 
MOLI ORBEA CO, $498 & Webeok, Agency Chtengo, Ii, 


New Easter | ices 
7 Sam: et our two new “sel Services, 1 I the 


sample Sor of the Kaster ee of ‘The Choir, 
our anthem monthly, sent free to choir leaders. 

Our list of néw Easter Solos, Duets, Trios, Quartets 
and Choruses, also Male Quartets and Female Quar- 
tets tor ter, sent free. Our descriptive catalog 
sent free. Send your address. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm Street Cincinnati, Ohio 


OR EASTE 


VORITE CLASSICS 
Ano “ALLELUIA” 


Two unusual Easter Services. Sample outfit, 
including other Helpful Easter Hints, 10 cents. 
oney refunded if not satisfied. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
265 W. 36th St.,N.Y, 14W. Washington St., Chicage 


Are You Clear 
on the Deity of Christ ? 


@ Can you make clear to others the 
grounds of your belief in his deity ? 
@ Do you know what John’s Gospel 
actually teaches on this theme of 
themes ? 


@ In the first six months of 1917 you 
will be in the thick of all the ques- 
tions that are likely to be put to the 
teacher of the Gospel according to 
John, and — arly as to the 
deity of our 

@ A little book that you will find 
very illuminating is 


The Deity of Jesus Christ 


By the Rev. Dr. S. W. Pratt 


It is an ‘inductive study of the 
spel of John to ascertain from an 
analysis and classification of its 
teachings what rank this Gospel 
gives to Jesus Christ.” 
q@ It-will help the teacher to focus 
the whole subject of the deity 
Christ the results of a close and 
careful and reverent study of John’s 
testimony. 


50 cents, postpaid 
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